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Tfic Economy of Human Life was at first ushered 
into the world under the mask of an Oriental original 
It is now, however^ ascertained to be the production 
of Robert Dooslet, an eminent Bookseller in 
liondon. To render the present editiwn more accept* 
able to the Public, the Publisher has given the whole 
of the prefatory matter contained in the first edition 
of the work, together with a short Account of the 
▲uthor*0 life and W x&tings. 
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LIFE OF THE AUTHOR;. 



RoBCBT DoDSLEY was bom at Mansfield, in 1703^. 
of parents in humble life. Without the advantage of 
a liberal education, he acquired a taste for literature, 
vhich brought him into notice, when in the station of 
footman to a lady of fashion. He at that time pub- 
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lished by subscrii'tion a collection of poems, under the 
title of " The Muse in Livery." It does not appear 
that these contained any indications of superior ge- 
nius ; but like many other attemps of ibis kind, tjjiey 
were probably received with favour as a species of 
wonder. His next perfonuance was a dramatic piece 
ealled " The Toyshop," intended as a satire upon the 
prevailing follies of tlie time. This was shown in 
manuscript to Pope, who took the author under his 
STotection, and by his influence it was brought upoOi 
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lie opened a bookseller's shop lu Pj 
through his own good conaiict, and 
ment of his patrons, soon rose to dislhi 
course of years, Dodslcy become one ( 
sidenible persons of his trade in the in« 
cccV.irg at the same time hi his careei 
be Wrote the faive of *» Tlie Kin;; am 
MaiKii?i'J," Ibwn(!ed on tlio old balla 
money tihicii w*s al-o vory l*&\'oui-; 
w-i:cnce be vtw induced to atM ft scque 
" Sir Juhn Cockic F.t Court/' Trx^ i 
less tiibtingi^.i8^ -cd by hurAour, th?Ji by « 
md sentimental satire. Otlivrsligkt c 
biloireJ, araong which w: 5 a loyal siu^iq 
xrcabion of the treaty ol' Aix-laCi.apeil 
adled " The Trluni] h x)f Peace." 
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LirS OF Tm AITTflOlU Tit 

tlie Eari of Oiesterfidd. The flentuntnts of Tirtu^ 
and monHty wfaich abouiid in ereiy page of this worfc» 
lender it a rety useful addition to the stock of books, 
proper for the instruction of joutfa. One book of » 
poem in biank ▼erae on the subject of ** Pul^ Vir«^ 
tue,** and an ode eaUtifid ** Mdipomene,** next eseiw 
daed his poetical pen. 

In lt58 he ventured to rise totngedy, andjcomposed 
** CSeone.** Garrick ez^nessing a mean opinion of 
fltaa play, it was in consequence Uiken to Covent-Gar« 
* den> where it long drew full audiences. 

In 17«> Oodsiey pubiished his ** Select Fables of 
^Ssop and other Fabulists," in three books, of whidi 
the last contains original fiibles. He prefixed a sen« 
sible and ingenious »♦ Essay on Fable." The character 
of this work, like that of the re&t, is neat simplicity of 
language, and pure morality, little animated by live- 
liness of manner, or warmth of invention. 

As an editor he made himself known by several po« 
pular and successful plans. The design of that valuable 
book for youth, •• The Preceptor," was framed by 
him. He published in 1774, " A Collection of Plays 
by old Authors," in twelve volumes, ISmo. ♦♦ The 
Collection of Poems by different eminent hands," six 
volumes l^mo. which bears his name^ has rescued from 



Ihenstone, when so published, JUods 
rt account of that poet*s life and wri) 
)odsle7 acquired a handsome fortun 
ch enabled him to retire from the ac 
iness. He bore an excellent pri^ 
lest in prosperity, grateful to bis ea 
rons, and disposed to bestow on oi 
1 assistances which^^ke had himsel 
died of the gout when he was upon 
nee at Durham^ in 1764. 



ADVERTISEMENT 
nxrixso to the fiest editiok* 



TO THE PUBLIC. 

Ths spirit of virtue and morality which breathes bt 
this ancient piece of Eastern instruction, its force and 
conciseness, and the hopes that it may do good, have 
prevailed with the person to whom it was sent, to com* 
mimicate to the public what was transktedonly for his 
particular amusement. There are some reasons which 
at present make it proper to conceal the name of his 
correspondent, who has now resided in China several 
years, and been engaged in a bumness very different 
from that of collecting literary curiosities. These rea« 
sons will not subsist long ; and as he seems to intimate 
a design, on his return to England, of publishing an 
entire translation of Cao-tsou*s whole journey, the 
Public will then, in all probability, have an opportu- 
nity of being satisfied concerning any particuknfc 
which they may be curious to know* 
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TO TBB 

EABL (XF CHESTERFIELD. 



Pdh'ft, May 19, 1749. 
11YLOBO9 

In the last letter wliich. I had the honour of writiiig 
to your Lordship, dated I)ec. 23, 1748, 1 think I con- 
eluded all I had to say in regard to the topography 
and natural history pf this great empire. I puxpose* 
in this, and some succeeding ones, to set down such 
observations as I have been aUe to make on the laws, 
goverbment, religion, and manners of the people. 
But a rftnarkable occurrence has happened lately* 
which engrosses the conversation of the literati here; 
and may hereafter perhaps afford matter of speciihu' 
tion to the learned in Europe. As it is of a nature 
which, I know, will fumi|l|rtfe|e entertain6nent *to 
^ur Lordship, I will enSMr to give you^as dis- 




id even adored as a godt bj most of the nei^ 
ig nations. The high opinion which is ente 
Phis sacred character, induces prodigious nun 
iligious people to resort to Lasa, to pay their 
) him, and to give Imn presents in order to 
is blessing. His residence is in a most mag 
Bgod, or temple, built on the top of the m 
*outala. The foot of this mountain, and e 
hole district of Lasa, is inhabited hj an in< 
umber of Lamas of different ranks and orders, 
r whom have very grand pagods erected t 
onour» in i^hich they reoewe a kind of inferi 
lip. The whole country, like Italy abounc 
riests ; and they entirely subsist on the great i 
frich presents which are sent them from the 
stent of Tartaxy, firom the ensure of the Gxe 
ul, and fiiom almost all paits of the East 
When the Grand Lama receives the adorat 
le people, he is raised on a magnificent alt 



tltej^ue ftd!^ ponadNl that fcf neeiv* te^ 
aff^ l ba igim ieagtrfatt tigirgBM> They are l&Mrise 
8D eiteMv«gaBt as to imagiiBytliat be kBir^ 
«f«ii tiK iecrets of the faeart; andfaia f a uifcu iM r ^Ub-^ 
dpies, being a select number of idlxHit two buaiKfl ^ 
the most eminent Lamas, have the address to make 
the people believe be isimmoftal, and that whenever 
he appears to die, he only changes his place of abode> 
and animatcis a new hodj.. 

The learned in China have long been of opinion, thai» 
in the ardnTC8t>f thiff gvend temple, some veiy ancient 
books have, for many ages, been concealed ; and the 
present Emperor, who is very curious in searching 
after the writings of antiquity, became at length so 
fuUy contiaeed of the protebilHy of this qpinkm, that 
he detemiBed to try* whether any discoyeiy xS this 

^To Uns end, his urst cue was to find out a person 
CHiipewti^ 'skflftd hi the ancient languages and chaiuc- 
ten. He ift lei^ith pitdied upon one of the Hanshns, 
€fr DoctofS of the finA order, whose- name was Cao- 
taon, a man idbout fifty years of age, ofagnnreand 
noUe aspect, of great eloc[Qence, and who, by an acci- 
dentai fiieodrinp widi a certain learned Lama, who 
had r es ide d many yean at Pekin, was become entirely 
BMSter of the h mg uag e whidi the Lamas of Thibet 
wsgd Biuong themaehrea* 

With these qualfficationB he scft finward on his. 
journey; and to give his c o m miHsi on the greater 
"^t^^fAt tte £uipe&w iRnnRBUn with the tittle o£ 
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TO THE OBZAT 

EEPRESENTATIVE OF GO! 



Mott hi^f most holt/, and worthy ta be odort 
" Wie, the Emperor of China, Sovereig 
Sovereigns of the earth, in the person oft! 
respected Prime Minister, Cao-tsou, with i 
and humility, prostrate ourselves beneat 
feet, and implore for ourself, our fiien( 
empire, thy most powerful and gracious h 
** Having a strong desire to search int 
of antiquity, to learn and retrieve the w 
ages that are past ; and being weU inf oi 
*h» Racred repositories of thy most ancient 



MUCF&cb xnt 



0V UMlft IcttRnd ttkd TCspsctod PtiHK Afimftery Cso* 
tBQU, in tiiis our pireseBt embaaBy to diy ISbUiine 
HdHxiess ; the buameas of whidi is ta deibe, tbat he 
iaay be permitted to lead aad ezamiiie the mdd writ- 
ings : we ezpedfng, from has great aad unoommoa 
akill in the aadent languages, that, he wBl be able ta 
Sntef|net whatever may be found, tliou^ of tiie 
highest and most obscure antiquity. And we have 
(commanded him to throw himadf at thy feet, with 
sudi testimonies of tiur respect, as, we trust, wiE pnn 
cure him the admittance we 



I will not detain jour Lordship with any peHxcukn 
of his journey, though he hath pubHdied a long ac- 
count of it, abounding with many surprisiiig relations, 
Imd whidi, at fiiy return to England, I may probably 
tnndate and puMx^ entire. Let it suffice fbr the 
present, that, when he amrred in these sacred terri- 
tories, the magnificence of hn appearance, and the 
ikfaness of his presents, ladled not to gain him a 
^leady adnusnon* He had apartments appointed him 
fn tiie sacred celiege, and was assisted in his eu- 
i^oirieB by one of the most learned I^mas. He con- 
tinued there near six months ; during whidi time he 
had the satisfiKtinn of finding many vahmble pieces of 
antiquity ; finom some of which he hath made very 
cmipiis extracts, and hath formed sudi probable con- 
jectiirer onceming thek suthors, and the time& 
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ioralit/, written in the language and ch: 
ndent G jnmosophists or Bramins ; but 
icular person, or in what time, he does n 
etermine. This piece, however, he ^ 
ited, though, as he himself confesses, ^ 
icapadtj of reaching, in the Chinese 1 
Tcngtli and sublimity of the original 
lents and opinio'ns of the Bonzes and 
)octors are very much divided concemiii 
ho admire it most highly, are very fon< 
ig it to Confucius, their own great 
id get over the difficulty of its being w 
nguage and character of the ancient 
ipposing this to be only a translation, 
-iginal work of Confucius is lost. Some 
> be the institute of Lao Kiun, anot 
iilosopher, co-temporary with Confucius, 
■ the sect Tao-see : but these labour unc 
ilicuhy in regard to the lan^irua^, wit 



PREFACE. XIX 

thcsa Cao48ou himself fleemsmoBt Inclined to agree; 
at least so fiur as to think that it is reaUj the work of 
some ancient Bnmin; heing fblljr persuaded, fi^im 
the qiirit with whidi it is written, that it is no transla- 
tion. One thing, however, occasions some doubt 
amongst them, and that is the plan of it^ which is en- 
tireij new to the eastern people, and so unlike any 
thing thej have ever seen, that if it was not for soma 
turns of expression peculiar to the East, and the im<i 
poesihility of acccounting for its being written in this 
veiy ancient language, many would suppose it to be 
the woik of an European. But whoever was the 
writer of it, the great noise which it makes in this 
city, and all over the empire, the eagerness with 
which it is read hj all kinds of people, and the high 
encomiums which are given to it by some, at length 
determined me to attempt a translation of it into 
F.nglish ; expedally as I was persuaded it would be an 
agreeable present to your Lordship. And I was the 
more easily induced to make the trial, as, very happily 
for me, you cannot judge how far I have fallen short 
of the origimd, or even of the Chinese translation. 
One thing, however, it may perhaps be necessary to 
apologize for, at least to give some account of it; and 
that is the style and mamicr in which I have trans- 
lated it I can assure your Lordship, that when I 
first sat down to the work, I had not the least inten- 
sion of doing it in this way ; but the sublime manner 
of thinking which appeared in the introduction, the 
great exxsrgy cf jexpreadon, and the shortness of the 



Socha8ltis,ifitaflfoidsyDor Lc 
*»fauiipnt, I ahallttdnk myself extK 
to my nert will resume my account « 



XNTBODUCriON. 



XjOW down jour hetds untq the diist» O je iohabU 
tants of the earth! be edlent and leceiye with xereience 
instnictioii from on hig^ 

Wheresoever the sun doth shine, wheresoever the 
wind doth blow, wheresoever there is an ear to hear, 
and a mind to conceive, there let the precepts of life 
be made known, let the maxims of truth be honoured 
and obeyed. 

All things proceed from God. His power is un-^ 
bounded, his wisdom is from eternity, and his good- 
ness endureth for ever. 

He atteth on his throne in the centre, and the 
breath of his mouth giveth life to the world. 

He toucheth the stars with his finger, and they ruu. 
their course rejoicing. 

On the wings of the wind he walketh abroad, and 
performeth his will throu^ all the regions of un- 
limited space. 

Order, and grace, and beauty, spring from hia 
hand. 

The voice of Wisdom speaketh in all his works; but. 
the human undexstanding comprehendetib it noU 
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lence and love enli^ten his countenance fa 
Who iB like unto the Lord in glory ? wh 
iten contend with the Almiglity? Hathbe 
in wisiluiiii? Can any goodness be cani|N 
him? 

He it is, O man ! idio hath created thee 
tion on earth is fixed by his appointment ; t 
of thy mind are the gifts of Us goodness ; thi 
of Ihy fiime aie the vroA of his hand. 

Hear then his vdce, fiir it is giadouS; 
•beyelh shall establish his soul in peace. 
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t>trTIE8 THAT BELATS T« MAK COKSID£B£B 

AS Air nnoiviDUAL. 



CHAP. I. 

Commune with thyself, O man! and considet 
ivbeiefore thou wert made. 

Contemplate thj powers, contemplate thy wants 
find thy connexions, so shalt thou £scoyer the dutied 
Off life, and he directed in all thy ways. 

Flaxseed not to speak or to act hefbre thou hast 
weighed thy words, and examined the tendency of 
every ^tep thou shidt take; so shall disgrace fly far 
from thee, aBd in thy house shame shall be a stranger; 
T^peBlBaace ahatt not visit thee^ nor sorrow dwell upon 
t^ychaeki 



fore he hath conmdered the oonsequenoes tfa 
Hearken therefoxe unto the vwoe of Con 
her woirds.are the words of Wisdom, and 
■hall lead thee to safetj and truth* 



CHAPn. 

1 

\Tho art thou, O mail ! that presumest on 
wisdom ? or why doat thou vaunt thjaelf on 
Acquirements? 

The first step towards being wise, is to 
thou art ignorant ; and if thou wouldst be e 
the judgment of others, cast off the folly c 
wise in thine own conceit. 

As a plain garment best adometh a beautii 



He tunetii airay his ear from his owft pnbe, and 
bdievedi it not; he is the last in disooinenng his ovm 
perfections. 

Yet as a veil added to heauty, so are his Tirtues set 
«ff by the shade which Ids modesty casts upon them. 

But bdiold the vainman, and observe the am^gant; 
he dotheth himself in rich attire, he walketh in th« 
puUic street, he casteth round his ejes, and oourteth 
observation. 

He tosseth up his head, and overlo<^eth the poor s 
he treateth his inferiors with insolence; and his superi- 
ors, in return, look down on his pride and foil j with 
]aughter. 

He deq^Bseth the judgment of otiiers; herelietiion 
his own opinion, and is confounded. 

He is pufied up with the vanity of his imagination; 
his delight is to hear and to speak of himself all the 
day long. 

He swalloweth with greediness his own praise, and 
the flatterer in return eateth him up. 



CHAP. HL 

Applicatijn, 

SkKCE the days that are past are gone for ever, and 
those that are to come may not\»me to thee, it behov- 
oth thee, O man 1 to employ the present time, without 

c 
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Idleneag ii tbe pai«nt of want t: 
labour of virtue bringeth forth pie 

The hand of diligenoe defiMteti 
aiid 8UCQMS axe the indufltrioua mot 

Who 18 he that bath acquired we 
to power, that hath clothed himsel 
if apoken of in the dty with praist 
before the king in his council ? £v€ 
out Idleness firom his house, and hi 
Thou art mine enemy. 

He riseth up early, and lieth do^ 
•kh his mind with contemplation, 
action, and preserveth the health of 

The slothiul man is a burthen to 
hang heavy on his hands, he l<»tcret 
eth not what he would do. 

His days pass away like the skadt 
he leaveth behind him no mark for i 



BStf 6lR»e fil 111 dimrda*, bid serrsttts $m WMteAil 
and riotous, and he runneth on towards ruin ; he seetii 
U wkk hi« eyes, Ike lieafetii it with his ews, he shaketh 
his hMft, ttiid wiiheth, Mt hHth i!M> i^gsohition, tUlrubl 
eoriicih upon Inm like a wiiidwind, and flfaaoe axtd re- 
pealsBee dctoend with lain, to the gasfe* 



CHAP. IV. 

» 

JEmttfolilni* 

Ir thj squl thirsteth for honour, if tfa^ eftr hath aakf 
fkeamn m the Toifie of pcuse, nte thjrtelf from the 
dnst wiMseof thoa art mode, aad esait tky atei !• 
flometiiing that is pFaisearorthjr. 

The examples of emSnent men ave ia his visieiis hf 
Bight; nd hia delight is to ftlkm Uitm aU the jday 
long: 

He formeth great designs, he ii^iocitfa in the eK«- 
outhm thereof; and hb nme goeth ftrth to the eads 
•ftbeirorid. 

But the heart of the enTiou maa is gatt aad hitter« 
ness; his tongue spitteth venom; the success of hii 
neighbour breaketh his rest. 

He sitteth in liis cell repining, and the good that 
happeneth to another, is to him an eviL 

Hatred and malice feed upon Ins heart, and there is 
no rest in him. 

He feeleth in his own breast no love of goodn^i 



w ojMuicx All uis uwn weo. 

The ook that now spreadeth its bran 
heavens, was once but an acom in the 
earth* 

Endeavour to be first in thjcallii 
may be, neither let any one go befoi 
doing; nevertheless do not envy the m( 
but inqnrove thine own talents. 
• Soom also to depress thy competitor 
unworthy methods ; strive to raise th^; 
only by excelling him ; so shall thy cor 
ocl^ be crowned with honour, if not wi 

By a virtuous emulation, the spirit 
alted within him ; he panteth after &m< 
at a noer to run his course. 

He riseth like the palm-tree, in spite 
and, as an eagle in the firmament of h( 
eth aloft, and fixeth his eye upou the 
sun* 
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Prudence- 
UsmMm Xm wvRb tn IrTilulSlCey give ueea vBUD uBT 

cottbdoSy ttiA Btxne tli^tti ni tfaStte hGitft. rixx wxAvHt 
are imivCittAf vnd lA ttie virtue l6Ui upbn hct) vlicr 
id 'tile giddfi UDd luiMJtss aifeiiiixutti Bfe. 

Put a biidb mi fhy toQQgtie; Mt a goMe beftife tli]t 
BpB, lolt the irotdd of thiue oNirft luotttlk destroy tiij 
peflceB 

Let him that scoffeth at the titte, take cne tiiat fad 
lOlt not Ininself; Wfatitoevet B|)edketh of anbthet*& ftil- 
Ikigft With |deflBtiii&, ihian heat of bis oim with iSlia^ 

Of much dj^teklfig cometiiTepentafioe; but in flilend^ 

A tEdk&thr^ kfian Is a nuisance to SOdety, the ^at is 
t&dL of his babbling $ the torrent of his wor^ lover^ 
/Mehtt^ conversation. 

lloAA not of thyself, for it shall bring contempt 
iipttn these ; neith^ deride another, for it is dangerous. 

A Mtser jefit is the pmson of fieiendship; and he i»ho 
restrains not Ins tongue, shall live in trouble. 

FufnISh thysdf tirith the accbVnmoddtionS pnsp&t to 
tiiy condition; jet speM not to the utttiOst of whKt 
thoa caiittit aflbnS, that the {Arovidenee of thy yottdi 
may be a ccmfort in thy old age. 

Avarice is the parent of evil deeds ; but frugality is 
the sure guardian of our vhrtues. 

C3 



Neither let prosperity put out 
qpection, nor abundance cut off th 
lie that too much indulgeth in thi 
4hall live to lament the want of it( 

Trust no man before thou hast 
trust not without reason — ^it is unc 

But when thou hast pi*oved a m 
him up in thine heart as a treasun 
jewel of inestimable price. 

Beceive not the fitvours of a 
join in friendship with the wicked; 
imto thj virtue, and bring grief to 

Use not to-day what to-morrow ; 
leave that to hazard which foresight 
or care prevent 

From the experience of others i 
dom ; and from their failings, correc 

Yet expect not even firom prudei 
cess; for the daykuoweth not wh 
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CHAP VL 

Fortitude* 

4 

Peux.8, and misfortunes, and want, and pain, and in- 
jury, are the lot of every man who cometh into the 
world. 

It behoyeth thee, therefore, early to fortify thy 
mind with courage and patience; that thou mayst 
support with resolution thy allotted portion of cala- 
mity. 

As the camel beareth labour, and heat, and hunger, 
and thirst, through deserts of sand, and fainteth not ; 
80 a man of fortitude shall sustain his virtue through 
perils and distress. 

A noble spirit disdoineth the malice of Fortune ; his 
greatness of soul is not to be cast down. 

His happiness dependeth not on her smiles, and 
therefore with her frowns he shall not be dismayed. 

As a rock in the sea, he standeth firm, and the dash- 
ing of the waves disturbeth him not. 

He raiseth his head like a tower on a hill, and the 
arrows of Fortune drop at his feet. 
. In the instant of danger, the courage of his heart 
sustaineth him, and the steadiness of his mind beareth 
him out. 

. He meeteth the evils of life, as a man that goeth ^ 
foith unto battle, and retumelh with victory iu his 
hand* 



By shrinking under poverty, he 8 

As a reed ia shaken with the breatl 

ttft slfit^ of tvti ikiiMflk MSi trettA^ 

Iftlhfeli<A]r#diftg^, beii^^ifAk 

despair overwhehneth his souL 



CHAP.VIL 

OfkiiiHittcfti* 

Foim* 1Hk,X^ Utikit «h^t%i$Utlid 
pmm bjr«he H^Acttii df th^ Etett 
thy heart, and sec^ Hie VHtSbf dP 
Ml Wfab eAto In md^ defiietii ttiy 1 
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Murmur not, therefore, at the dispensations of 
God, but correct thine own heart ; neither say within 
thyself—-** If I had wealth, power, or leisure, I 
should be happy ;*' for know, they all bring to their 
several possessors their peculiar inconveniences. 

The poor man seeth not the vexations and anxieties 
of the rich ; he feeleth not the difficulties and perplexi- 
ties of power ; neither knoweth he the wearisome* 
ness of leisure ; and therefore it is that he repineth at 
his own lot 

But envy not the appearance of happiness in any 
man ; for thou knowest not his secret griefs. 

- To be satisfied with a little is the greatest wisdom, 
and he who increascth his riches, increaseth his cares; 
but a contented mind is a hidden treasure, and a 
guard &om trouble. 

Yet, if thou sufferest not the blandishments of thy 
fortune to rob thee of justice, or temperance, or 
charity, or modesty, even riches themselves shall not 
make thee unhappy. 

But hence shalt thou le im that the cup of felicity. 
pure and unmixed, is by no means a draught for mor* 
tal man. 

Virtue is the race which God hath sent him to run, 
and happiness the goal ; which none can arrive at, till 
be bath finished his course, and received his crown in 
the mansions of eternity. 



\ 



J^ Wesdngs, if thou pos 
W ^. Md jK>«u«deth th 

Am*. ^ *^<^y»ento fart 
J^fc mind her boarf. cast tl 



quence whi«b CM bttb Qzdainid, » tbe aoastitulifltt 
^lUm^t i^ I4i# pimi^iuiiaat t£ jtiiofe iriio jdbiait Ids 
gifts. 

Sutw]^ iiito tli4tirithgnfiiAil«toiii, anidwitli 
ifivdiy Hii't Mpii^V jQoder plain ? 

The rose blusheth on her cheeks, the sweetBMi of 
the aaomiiig tyv^tbatli £mn her lifps ; Joy, Umpsred 
with innocence and moi^y, WfeMtih m bex^^ 
tad from the cbwifiiliiftfle «f iier hmit dM «in§etib as 

Her B4iQe is Hwlth. Sltti^tiiiedaugbterpf Eaacu 
dee, wlio begot her upon Temperanoe ; their 80119 in^ 
iM^ the mouatdM that stielcfa over the nozthem 
xegiom of San Ton Hoeu 

Tbiey ai« hrave, active, and liyeijr, and partadce of 
(dl the heautiea and Tiitues of their sbter. 

Vigour atriogeth their nerves ; strength dwelleth in 
their bones; and labour is their delist dl the day 

Hie employments of their father excite thi»r appeii 
lites, apd the r^paats of their mother refresh them. 

To combat the pafisiona is theur (UJight ; to conquer 
evil habits, their glory. 

TheSf pleasures are vioderate, and theie&ire they 
endure ; their repose is short, but sound and undis- 
turbed. 

Their blood is pure, their minds are serene ; and 
the physician knoweth not the way to their habita- 
tions 



A-ATVC* 



She standeth in her bower, she courU 
gard, she apreadeth her temptations. 

Her limbs are soft, her air is deUcate, 
loose. Wantonness speaketh in her ejes. 
bosom sits temptation ; she beckoneth th 
finger, Ae wooeth them with her looks ; 
smoothness of her tongue she endeavouret 

Ah, fly from her allurements, stop tl 
her endianting words ! if thou meetest the 
of her eyes, if thou heorest the soilness o 
if she casteth her arms about thee, she 1 
in her chains for ever. 

Shsme followeth, and disease, and wai 
and repentance. 

Enfeebled by dalliance, with luxury pp 
softened by sloth, strength shall forsake th 
hedth thy constitution; thy days shall 
those inglorious ; thy griefs shall be man 
with no compassioUi 
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BOOK 11. 
VHX VAasiom, 



CHAP. L 

ffope and JFear, 

Thz promises of hope are sweeter than roses ia tlie 
bud. and far more flattering to expectation : but the 
threatenings of fear are a terror to the heart 

Nevertheless, let not hope allure, nor fear deter thee 
from dinng that which is right ; so shalt thou be pre- 
pared to meet all events with an equal mind. 

The terrors of death are no terrors to the good ; re- 
strain thj hand &om eyil» and thj soul shall have 
nothing to fear. 

In all thy undertakings, let a reasonable assurance 
animate thy endeavours; if thou despairest of successf* 
thou shalt not succeed. 

Terrify not thy soul with vain fears, neither let 
thy heart sink within thee from the phantoms of 
imagination. 

From fear proceedeth misfortune; but he that 
hopeth, helpeth himself. 

As the ostrich, when pursued, hideth his head, but 
forgetteth his body ; so the fears of a coward expose 
him to danger. 



not thy hq)e8be7ond the bounds < 
shall success attend ^17 undertakin, 
^haU not be vexed with disappointme 



Joy and Gri&fm 

Let not thy smtii be so extraTagan 
•thy mind ; nor thy sorrow so heavy 1 
heart This wodd aflfbrdetfa no good 
nor inflicteth any evil so severe, as s 
ftr above, or sink tbee much beneati 
oiodefation. 

Lo! yonder standeth the house 
painted on the outside, and looketh ^ 
know it by the noise of mirth and e^ 
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'Vfeiefafl AeUXMk tiieztr, axe no wfaexe to be found bat 
beneath her nx^ 

But ent^ nok thod into her gate ; neither aisociikte 
thjself with those itho Sequent her boose. 

They call themsdves the sons of Joy-^-tbey laugh 
and aeem delisted; bat madness and fbUy aiein all 
their doings. 

They are Hnfaed with waadaef hand m handy and' 
their steps lead down to evil; dangers^ beset them 
round about, and the pit of destaruetion yawneth be- 
neath their feet. 

Xiook down on the other side» and b^old in that* 
rale overshadowed with trees^ and hid from tho i^bt 
of men^ the habitation of SonroWk 
• Her bomm heaveth with a^is^ her month is filledr 
with lamentation ; she delighteth to dwell on the sul^ 
ject of human miseiy. 

She loc^eth on the conunon accidents of life, and 
weepeth ; the weakness and wickedness of man are the 
theme of her lips. 

All nature to her teemeth with evil ; every object 
she sees is tinged with the gloom of her own mind ; 
and the voice of complaint saddeneth her dwellings by 
day and night 

Come not near her cell— ^ber breath is contagiour;: 
riie will blast the fruits, and wither the flowers, that 
ad«m and sweeten the garden of lifb. 

In avoiding the house of Joy, let not 1^ fSset be^ 
traj thee to the borders of this dismal mansion ; but 
pursue with oatfa the middle psthi which sliaU^ ka# 



.. 



xrom hence, as from an 
hold the folly andttg 

b7 the gaiety of their hearti, 
^^jmpaaion, of jollity ^, 

fected by gloominess and mel 
days in complaining of the - 
human life, ■ 

Thou Shalt vie^ them hot 
^ «f their ^^3 Shan le^ 



CHAP, u 



As the whirlwind in its finy tea 
f««neth the ftce of NatmCor^ 
convulsions ovArf„-«^-.t- ... 



ifMi SO f g V ifmsf^ tb wweaitkj aim l^!^e«l^ or murder 
thyfiiend. 

If thou bearest slight proyocations with patience, it 
diall be imputed unto thee ftr wisdom ; and if thou 
wipest them from thy remembrance, thy heart shall 
feel rest — ^thy mind shall not reproach thee. 

Seest thou not that the angry man loseth his un- 
derstanding ? whilst thou ait yet in thy senses, let 
^e madness of another be a lesson to thyself. 

Do nothing in thy passion ; why wilt thou put t# 
iCft in die violence <^a storm ? 

H^ it be ^fficult to rule thine anger, it is wise to* 
fcrei^ent it ; avoid therefore all occasions of falling into 
wrath, or guard thyself against them whenever they 
#ecar. 

A fo(^ is provdEed with insolent speeches; but» 
wise man hmgheth them to scont. 

Hiattour not revenge in thy breast ; it wiH torment 
thy heart, and discolour its best inclinations. 

Be always more ready to forgive than to return an 
injury ; he that watcheUt for an opportunity of re- 
venge, lies in wait against himself, and draweth down 
ttischief on his own head. 

A mild answer to an angry man, like water cast on 
the fire, abateth.his heat ; and irom an enemy he eAiall 
beeome thy friend. 

Consider how few things are worthy of anger, and 
thou wilt wonder tliat any but fools should be wroth. 

In fblly or weakness it always beginneth ; but re- 
member, and be well assured, it sdidom condtidethi 
iri^mit repentance. 



Pity. 

As blossoms and flowers arestrewei 
by the hand of Spring — aa the kindi 
produceth in perfection the bounties 
the smiles of Pitj shed blessings oi 
Misfortune. 

He who pitieth another recommendt 
he who is without compassion deservet 

The butcher relenteth not at the 
lamb ; neither is the heart of the a 
distress. 

But the tears of the compassionate a 
dewdrops falling from roses on the 
earth. 

Shut not thine ear, therefore, aga 
the poor, neither harden thine heart a^ 
mities of the innocent. 



HUMAN LIFI* 4S 

Munty open thine heart; let the wings of charity shel- 
ter him from death, that thine own soul may live. 

MThilst the poor man groaneth on the bed of sick- 
neas, whilst the unfortunate languish in the horrors of 
a dungeon, or the hoary head of age lifts up a fedble 
eye to thee for jnty— Oh, how canst thou riot in super* 
fluous enjoyments, r^ardleas of their wants, unfeel- 
ing of their woes ! 



CHAP. V. 

Desire and Lope* 

Bewab£v young man, beware of the allurements oi 
Wantonness ; and let not the harlot tempt thee to her 
delights. 

• The madness of desire shall defeat its own pursuits; 
from the blindness of its rage thou shalt rush upon de- 
struction. 

Therefore, give not up thine heart to her sweet en- 
ticements; neither suffer thy soul to be enslaved by 
her enchanting delusions. 

The fountain of. health, which must supply the 
stream of pleasure, shall quickly be dried up, and every 
apring of joy shall be exhausted. 

In the prime of thy life, old age shall overtake thee; 
thy sun shall decline in the morning of thy day. 

But i^en virtue and modesty enlighten her charms, 
the lustxe of a beautiiul woman is brighter than the 



•aWA AAV* 



• The^kiMetof hernMutli toe stre 
the perfumes of Arabia breathe firon 
Shut not thy bosom to the tenden 
purity of its "flame shafl' ennoble 
8«f ten it to receive the fidrest impre 
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BOOK III. 

WOMAy. 

Givz ear, fidr daughter of Love, to the instructions ef 
Prudence, and let the precepts of truth sink deep in 
thine heart ; so shall the charms of thy mind add lustre 
to thy form; and thy heauty, like the rose it resem- 
hleth, shall retain its sweetness when its bloom is wi« 
thered. 

In the spring' of thy youth, in the morning of ^thy 
days, when the eyes of men gaze on thee with delight 
—ah! hear with caution their alluring wonls ; guard 
well thy heart, nor listen to their soft seducements. 

Kemcmber, thou art made man*s reasonable com« 
panion, not the slave of \n3 passion; the end of thy 
being is to assist him in the toils of life, to sooth him 
with thy tenderness, and recompense his care with soft 
endearments. 

Who is she that winneth the heart of man, thatsub- 
dueth him to love, and reigneth in his breast? 

Lo! yonder she walketh. in maiden sweetness, with 
kmocence in her mind, and modesty on her cheek. 

Her hand seeketh employment ; her feet delightetb 
not in gadding abroad. 

She is clothed with neatness, she is fed with tern* 
perance ; humility and meekness are as a crown of glor^ 
aiding her headt 



*«PP7 the child^f* that si 

•^°°"°*l*tb win, • , *°°«. ' 

"MS. ^*tDeverro 
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She infonncth the minds of her children with 
dom ; she fashioneth their maanera firom the example 
of her own goodness. 

Thew«Ed«f iiernouthk Chehir.of tUr yoathi 
the motion of her eje commandeth their obedience. 

She speaketh, and her servants fly; she appointetfa, 
and the thing is done. For the law of love is in their 
hearts; her kindness addeth -wings to their feet. 

In prosperity she is not puffed up; in adversity she 
healeth the wounds of fortimewith patience. 

The troubles of her husband are alleviated by h^ 
-eoiinsda, and sweetened by her endeaiments; he put* 
teth hi»iieart in her bosom, and receivetii comfort. 

Happy is the man that hath made her hia wife; 
liappy the cbild that caUetb ber motiier. 




tc 
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Oh! cherish her as a blessme^ sent thee fVom 
Heaven; let the kindness of thy behaviour endear 
thee to hei; heart. 

She is the mistre^ of thy house ; treat her there- 
fore with respect, that thj servants may obey her. 

Oppose not her inclination without cause ; she is the 
partner of thy cares^-^make her also the companion otf 
thy pleasures. 

Reprove her £uilts with gentleness ; exact not her 
•bedience with rigour. 

Trust thy secrets in her breast ; her counsels are 
sincere — thou shalt not be deceived. 

Be Mthful to her bed, for she is the mother of thy 
children. 

When .pain and sickness assault her^ let thy tender* 
Bess sooth her affliction ; a look from thee of pity and 
love shall alleviate her grief, or mitigate her pain, and 
Ibe of more avail than ten physicians. 

Consider the delicacy of her sex, the tenderness of 
her frame ; and be not severe to her weakness, but re« 
ViBvoiber thine own imperfections. 



CHAP. 11. 

J^ather* 

CoKSiDES, thou TV ho art a pcrent, the importance of 
thy trust : the being thou hast produced it is thy duty 
t« support 



his youth, and let no evil habit gaii 
years. 

So shall he rise like a cedar on 
head shall be seen above the trees a 

A wicked son is a reproach to 1 
that doth right is an honour to his ^ 

The soil is thine own, let it not 
the seed which thou sowest, that alsi 

Teach him obedience, and he ; 
teach him modesty, and he shall not 

Teach him gratitude, and he shall 
teach him charity, and he shall gain 

Teach him temperance, and he sli 
teach him prudence, and fortune sha 

Teach him justice, and he shall be 
worlds-teach him sincerity, and hi 
not reproach him. 

Teach him diligence, and his wealtl 
teach him benevolence, and his mind 

Teach him sc\p>rtm ow^ *»»" '-^- 
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CHAP. IIL 

Son* 

Faom the creatures of God, let man learn wisdom^, 
and apply to himself the instruction they give. 

Go to the desert, my son — observe the young stoik 
ef the wildem^s— let him speak to thy heart He 
beaieth on his wings his aged sire, he lodgeth him in 
safety, and supplieth him with food. 

The piety of a child is sweeter than the incense of 
Persia offered to the sun ; yea, more delicious than 
odours wafted from a field of Arabian spices by the 
western gales* 

Be grateful then to thy father, for he gave thee life ; 
and to thy mother, for she sustained thee. 

Hear the words of bis mouth, for they are spoken 
for thy good ; give ear to his admonition, for it pro* 
ceedeth from love. 

He hath watched, for thy welfsire, he hath toiled fo^ 
thy ease : do honour therefore to his age, and let not 
his grey hairs be treated with irreverence. 

Think on thy helpless infancy, and on the froward- 
ness of thy youth, and indulge the infirmities of thy 
aged parents: assist and support them in the decline of 
life. 

So shall then* hoary heads go down to the grave in 



Brotheru 

: Yx are the children of one father, 
care, and the breast of one moth 

Let the bonds of affection, thi 
with th^ brothers, that peace and fa 
in thy father's house. 
. And, when je separate in the w( 
rdation that bindeth you to love 
not a. stranger before thine own. bio 

If thy brother is in adveruty, as; 
ter is in trouble, forsake her not. 

So shall the fortunes of thy &th< 
support of his whole race, and his c 
you all in your love to each other*. 
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BOOK V. 

fr^oyxDEVCEf or the accidental DiFTEnzvcza 

OF MEK. 



CHAP. I. 

fFise and Ignorant*^ 

The ^fts of the understanding are the tresGsures of 
God ; and he appointeth to every one his portion, in 
what measure seemeth good unto himself. 

Hath he endowed thee with wisdom ; hath he en- 
lightened thy mind with the icnowledge of truth ; com- 
municate it to the ignorant for their inst^iction ; com» 
xnunicate it to the wise for thine own improvement. 

True wisdom is less presuming than follj ; the wise 
man doubteth often, and changeth his mind ; the fool 
is obstinate, and doubteth not ; he knoweth all things,, 
but his own ignorance. 

The pride of emptiness is an abomination, and to 
talk much is the foolishness of folly ; nevertheless it is 
the part of wisdom to bear the impertinence of fools, 
to hear their absurdities with patience, and pity their- 
weakness. 

Yet be not puffed up in thine own conceit, neither 
boast of superior understanding ; the cl^or^ hvtmaa 
Imowledge is but blmdness and folly» 

»3 



sliuwetn inem as jicnina, oxiu wxui uui 
brethren delighteth he himself. 

He boasteth of attainments in thir 
but where is it a shame to be ignorai 
no understanding. 

Even in the paths of wisdom he to 
and shame and disappointment are t 
labour. 

- But the wise man cultivateth his : 
ledge ; the improvement of arts is 
their utility to the public crowneth h 

Nevertheless, the attainment of v 
eth as the highest learning ; and the 
neaa 13 the stud/ of his life. 



CHAP. ir. 

liich and P9or, 
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.: He protecteth the poor that are ii\|tired ;. he snifter- 
eth not the mighty to oppress the weak. 

He seeketh out objects ef compassion ; he enquiieth 
into their wants ; he relieveth th^n with judgnieiit» 
. and without ostentation.^ 

He assisteth and rewardeth merit ; he enoourageth 

ingenuity, and liberally promoteth every useful de« 

sign. 

i He carrieth on great works* his country is enriched, 

and the labourer is employed ; . he formeth now 

: schemes, and the arts receire improvement* 

He considereth the superfluities of his table as be* 
. lon^g to the poor, and he de&audeth them not. 

The benevolence of his min^.is not checked by his 
. fortune. He rejoiceth therefore in riches, and his joy 
J6 blameless. 

But wa unto him that hes^th up wealth in abun« 
dance, and rejoiceth alone in the possession thereof. 

That grindeth the face of the poor, and considereth 
not the sweat of their brows. . 

He thriveth on oppression without feeling, the ruin 
of his brother disturbeth him not. 

The tears of the orphan he drinketh as milk ; the 
cries of the widow are music to his eac 

His heart is hardened with the love of wealth ; no 
grief or distress can make impression upon it. 

But the curse of iniquity pursueth him ; he liveth 
in continual fear. The anxiety of his mind, and the 
rapacious desires of his own soul, take vengeance upoa 
him^ for the calamities he hath brought upon others^ 



He is not eBAarrassed with di 
with the clamours of solicitation. 

Debarred ftom the dainties of 
also theiSr diseases. 

The bread that he eateth, is 
taste ? the water he drinketb, is 
thirst f yea, far more delidei 
draughts (s£ the luxurious. 

His labour preserveth his healtl 
a repose to which the downj bed 
ger. He limiteth his desires with 
calm of contentment is sweeter i 
acquirements of wealth and grande 

Liet not the rich therefore prt 
nor the poor despgnd in his pove 
dence of Grod dispenseth happiness 
the distribtttion there<tf U more e^ 
fool ctm beliere* 
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CHAP. IIL 

Matters and Sewantu 

i 

Hepike not, ch man ! that thou senr«st another ; it iir 
the appomtment of Grod, and hath many advantages ; 
it removeth thee fin>m the cares and solicitudes of 
Hfe. 

The honour of a servant is his fidelity ^ his highest 
virtues are submission and obedience. 

Be patient therefore und^ the reproofs of thj mas- 
ter, and when he rebuketh thee, answer not again ; 
the sUence of thj resignation shall not be forgotten. 

Be studious of his interests ; be diligent in his affairs^ 
and £uthful to the trust which he reposeth in thee. 

Thj time and thy labour belong unto, him ; dsfiraud 
him not thereof, for he payeth thee for them. 

And thou who art a master, be just to thy servant^ 
if thou expectest fidelity ; be reasonable in thy com* 
mands, if thou expectest obedience. 
. The spirit of man is in him ; severity and rigour« 
which create fear, cannot conunand his love. 

Mix kindness with reproof, and reason with autho- 
rity ; so shall thy admonitions take place in his heart* 
and his duty shall become his pleasure. 

He shall serve thee faithfully from gratitude ; he 
shall obey thee cheerfully from love ; and fiul nab 



MttgUtriUes and Std^ecta* 

Ob tliou the favourite of Heaven ! wl 

men, tbj equals, have raised to soverc 
set as a ruler over themselves, consicl 
importance of their trusty far more ti 
and height of thj station. 

Thou art clothed in purple; thou 
throne ; the crown of mi^esty investel 
the sceptre of power is placed in thy 
for thyself were these ensigns given ; 
thy own, but the good of thy kingdom* 

The glory of a kmg is the welfare of 
power and dominion resteth on the he 
jects. 

The mind of a great prince is exi 
grandeur of his situation; he revolve 
and searcheth for busmess worthy of hi 

He caUeth together the wisP mPti «i 
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ina^stTBtses are just, hia minlatietB a^ wise, and 
the favourite of his bosom deceiveth him not. 

He amileth on the arts, and they flourish; the 
fences improve beneath the culture of his hand. 

With the learned and the ingenious he delighteth 
himself, he kindleth in their breasts emulation, and tho 
gloiy of his kingdom is exalted by their labours. 

The spirit of the merchant, who extendeth his com* 
merce; the skill of the fiurmer, who enridieth his lands; 
the ingenuity of the artist ; the improvements of the 
acholar ; all these he honoureth with his &vour, or re» 
wardeth with his bounty. 

He planteth new colonies ; he buildeth strong ships; 
he openeth rivers for convenience ; he formeth har- 
bours for safety ; his people abound in riches ; and the 
strength of his kingdom increaseth. 

He frameth his statutes with equity and wisdom ; 
his subjects eiyoy the fruits of their labour in secu* 
rity ; and their happiness consists in their observance 
of the law. 

He fouiideth his judgments on the principles of 
mercy ; but in the punishment of offenders he is strict 
«nd impartial 

His ears are open to the complaints of his sul^ects ; 
he restraineth the hand of oppressors, and delivereth 
them from their tyranny. 

His people therefore look up to him as a father, 
with reverence and love; they consider him as the 
guardian of aU they enjoy. 

Their affection to him begetteth in his breast a 



ttaud in his defence as a wall of br 
his enemy flieth before them, as tl 
wind. 

Security and peace bless the dweU 
and glory and strength encircle his 
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BOOK VI. 
THE SOCIAL DUTIES. 



CHAP. I- 

^enewlence, 

"When thou considerest thy wants, when thou faehold- 
est thy imperfections, acknowledge his goodness, oh 
man, who honoured thee with reason, endowed thee 
with speech, and placed thee in society, to receive and 
confer reciprocal helps and mutual obligations. 

Thy food, thy clothing, thy convenience ef habitao 
tion ; thy protection from the injuries, thy enjoyment 
•f the comforts and the pleasures of life, thou owest 
%9 the assistance pf others, and couldst not enjoy but 
in the bauds of society. 

It is thy duty, therefore, to be friendly to mankind, 
as it is thy interest that men should be friendly to 
thee. 

As the rose breatheth sweetness from its own na- 
ture, so the heart of a benevolent man produceth good 
works. 

He. enjoyeth the ease and tranquillity of his own 
breast ; and rejoiceth in the happiness and prosperity 
of hk neighbour. 

r 



in his wishes the happiness of a 
generositj of his heart he enc 
it. 



CHAP. U 

Juttiee* 

The peace of society dependeth 
jiiness of individuals on the cei 
their possessions. 

Keep the desires of thy heart, 
bounds of moderation ; let the 
them aright. 

. Cast not an evil eye on the goo 
let whatever U his property 1 
touch. 

Let no temptation allure thee, 
excite tliAo tn lift "- ♦»— »^- ' 
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' ^wim be a Ipief to his heart, whidi thou tMoaat not 
lelieve ; an ii\iur j to bis life, which no reparation can 
atone. 

In thy dealings with men be impartial and just ; and 
do unto them as thou wouldst thej should do unto 
thee 

Be faithful to thj trust, and deceive not the man 
"who relieth upon thee : be assured it is less in the 
sight of God to steal than to betraj. 

Oppress not the poor, and defraud not of his hire 
tiie labouring man. 

When thou sellest for gain, hear the whisperings of 
conscience, and be satisfied with moderation; nor 
from the ignorance of the buyer make advantage to 
thyselfl 

Fay the debts which thou owest ; for he who gave 
Ihee credit relied upon thy honour ; and to withhold 
•Gcom him his due, is both mean and unjust. 

Finally, oh son of society ! examine thy heart ; call 
remembrance to thy aid ; and if in any of these things 
thou findest thou hast transgressed, take sorrow and 
ahame to thyself, and make speedy reparation to. the 
utmost of thy power* 



CHAP. IIL 

Charity, 
Happy is the man who hath sown in his breast the 



in furthering the prosperity of all i 

He censurcth not his neighboiu 
the tales of cnvj and malevolencey 
he their slanders. 

He forgivet^ the injuries of mei 
irom his remembrance ; revenge ai 
place in his heart. 

For evil he retumeth not evil ; 
his enemies ; but requiteth their inj 
admonition. 

The griefs and anxieties of mei 
sion ; he endeavoureth to alleviate 
misfortunes ; and the pleasure of si 
labour* 

He calmeth the fury, he heah 
aiigry men ; and prevcnteth the ul 
animositj. 

He promoteth iivhis neiglibourli 
will ; and his name is repeated w 
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CHAP. IV. 

Gratitude* 

As the branches of a tre^ retiirn their sap to the root 
firom whence it arose ; as a river poureth his streams 
to the sea, firom whence his firing was supiplled ; sO 
the heart of a grateful man delighteth in returning a 
benefit received. 

He acknewledgeth his oUigation with cheerfuhiess ; 
he looketh on his benefactor with love and esteem. 
■ And if to return it be not in his power, he nourish* 
eth the memoiy of it in his breast with kindness ; he 
Ibrgetteth it not all the days of his life. 

The hand of the generous man is like the clouds of 
heaven, which drop upon the earth fruits, herbage, 
and flowers : the heart of the ungrateful is like a de- 
sert of sand, which swalloweth with greediness the 
riiowers that fall, but burieth them in its bosom, and 
produceth nothing. 

Envy not thy benefactor, neither strive to conceal 
the benefit he hath conferred ; for though to oblige is 
better than to be obliged, though the act of generosity 
conunandeth admiration, yet the humility of gratitude 
toucheth the heart, and is amiable in the sight both of 
' God and man. 

But receive not a favour from the hand of the proud ; 
'W the selfish and avaricious have no obligation $ the. 

f3 






Oh ! thou that art enamoured witl 
Truth, and hast fixed thy heart on 
her charms, hold fast thy fideUty unt. 
her not : the constancy of thy virtue 
with honour. 

, The tongue of the sincere is n 

l^ypocrisy and deceit hare no place i 

He blusheth at falsehood, and is c 

speaking the trulh he hath a steady 

He supporteth as a man the digni 

to the arts of hypocrisy he scometh 

He is consistent with himself; he 

sed ; he hath courage in truth, but 

He is far above the meanness of 

words of his mouth are the though 
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He masketh his words in the semblance of trudi, while 
the business of his life is only to deceive. 

He laugheth in sorrow, fie weepeth in joy, and the 
words of his mouth have no interpretation. 

He worketh in the dark as a mole, and fancieth he 
is safe, but he blundereth into fight, and is.exposed to- 
full view, with his dirt on his heaiL 

He passeth his days in perpetual constraint; his 
tongue and his heart are for ever at variance, 
r ' He liabourel^ for the character of a righteous man, 
and huggeth himself in the thoughts of his cunning. 

Oh, fool, fool ! the pains which thou takest to hide 
what thou art, are more than would make thee what 
thou wouldst seem; the children of, wisdom shall 
mock at thy cunning; and when thy disguise is stripN 
ped off*, the finger of derision shall point thee to 
team. 



CHAP. L 

TtixxE 18 but one God, the author 
governor of the world, almighty, et 
prehensible. 

The sun is not Grod, though his nc 
enlighteneth the world with his brigfa 
giveth life to the products of the e 
as the creature, the instrumeBt of 
him not. 

To the one who is supreme, mosi 
ficent, and to him alone belong i 
thanksgiving, and praise. 

Who hath stretched forth the 
hand ; who hath dedcribed with his 
of the stars. 

Who setteth bounds to the ocea 
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«* Oh, reverence the majesty of the Omxiipotent« 
and tempt not his anger lest thou he destroyed !** 

The providence of God is over all his works — he 
vuleth and directeth with infinite wisdom. 

He hath instituted laws for the government of the 
world ; he hath wonderfully varied them in all beings ; 
and each, by his nature, confonheth to his will. 

In the depth of his mind he revolveth all know<» 
ledge ; the secrets of futurity lie open before him. 

The thoughts of thy heart are naked to his viewt 
he knoweth thy determinations before they are made*. 

With respeict to his prescience, there is nothing con- 
tingent: with respect to his providence, there is no* 
thing accidcntaL 

Wonderful he is in all his tirays ; his counsels are in- 
scrutable ; the manner of his knowledge tranacendetb 
thy conception. 

*'* Pay, therefore, to his wisdom all honour and 
reneration ; and bow down thyself in humble and sub* 
missive obedience to his supreme direction." 

The Lord- is gracious and beneficent; he hath 
created the world in mercy and love. ' 

His goodness is conspicuous in all his woiks ; he ia 
the fountain of excellence, the centre of perfection. 

The creatures of his hand declare his goodness, and 
all their ei\)oyments speak his praise ; he clotheth them 
with beauty, he supporteth them with food, he pre* 
serveth them with pleasure from ^ generation to gene^ 
zation. 

If we lifl up our eyes to the heavens, his glory 
shineth forth— if we ctai them down upon the eortti^ 



He h.th endowed thee wi 

*'°^»'' ■' he hath fittedT 

P"-e by Society, J^'J^ 

JH.«r«, of „^ «^ 

"^W>le perfection,. '^ 

"pn>«eiiiSj:oodi,ea8witI, 
«nd meditate in «ju 

^J«^tthe«,tia«of«.- 

The Lord is ju^ ,„d righteo 
•arth w,U. equity ^, J*- 

a , "** MWt, Doid man hu^ 
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The high and the low, the rich and the poor, the 

'Wise and the ignonint, when their soul hath shaken 

off the cumbrous shackles of this mortal life, shall 

equally receive, from the sentence of God, a just and 

everlasting retribution, according to their works. 

Then shall the wicked tremble and be afraid ; but 
the heart of the righteous shall rejoice in his judg« 
ments. 

*< O fear the Lord, therefore, all the days of thy 
life ; and walk in the paths which he hath opened be* 
fore thee. Let Prudence admonish tbee-^let Tern- 
perance restrain-- let Justice guide thy hand— Bene- 
volence warm thy hearU-and gratitude to Heaven in- 
spire thee with devotion.'— These shall give thee hap- 
piness in thy present state, and bring thee to the man* 
^ons of eternal felicity in the paradise of God"** 

This is the true 
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PREFACE. 



TO TBS 

£AEL OF CHESTERFIELDi 



F^in, Jan. 10, 1 749— 50. 
Brr LOK»« 

1% OT a month after I Ioa^ inclosed toi jour Lordship 
the translation I had attempted of the Oriental Sys« 
tern of Morality so famous in these parts, we were 
agieeably surprised >ivith a manuscript of the same 
size, whose antiquity, iharacters, and other internal 
marks, determined it to be the performance of that 
author, which, at the same time that it i^owed us 
something was wanting to what we had befo^ esteem- 
ed a complete system, very happily supplied the de- 
ficiency. 

I could not rest, after the first dipping into it, with. 
out undertaking the pleasing task oi' a translation ; nor 
when I had finished it, without doing myself the ho- 
nour or transmitting it tA your Lordship. I need n«t 






it 

If I did cot flatter mjse 
met the honour of ^^our' $ 
g^nould not be so earnest in c 
but while I kno^v the faIw 
your Lordship*s distingubhin 
dicidous to afibct a doubt aboi 



lam, m^ 



EcoKOAinr 

OF 

HUMAN LIFE. 



BOOK 1. 

MAX C0K8IDEBED IX THE GENE&AI^ 



CHAP. L 

Of the ffuman Frame and Structure^ 

tVbAK and ignorant as thou art, oh man ! humblr 
as thou ougfatest to be^ di child of the dast I wouldst 
thou raise thy thoughts to infinite wisdom— wouldst 
tii0u see omnipotence displayed before thee, contem- 
plate thine own frame ! 

Fearfully and wonderfully art thou made : Praise, 
titerefore, thy Creator with awe, and rejoice before 
him with reverence. 

Wherefore of all creatures art thou only erect, but 
that thou shouldst bdbold his works! wherefore art 
thou to behold, but that thou mayst admire them I 
wherefore to admire, but that thou mayst adore their 
aud thy Creator 1 



Something i, „ad^ ^e 
feest; something infbnng thy c 

M the obiect af n,„ ^ 

"Dject at tby senses. Be 

Thebodjr«„^,y, 

ft^e eternal It is fi« t<fact- 
tor Its actioiM. 

Knoweth the ass the use of ft 
mo^ down the hertege? ^, 

erect although his au-ne is si 
.h .f"™^ thee as he had 
them all ^ast thou c«ated;s^ 
--e given thee over a]l;a„d^ 

he communicate to thee thy princ 

Know thyself then the pkte 

^ umtmg divinity and m^tte^. 

God h^iself withm thee, «meir 

»it^ nor dare to descend unto evi] 

.InTf/^'f^.'^'^-'-thetaUof 
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CHAP IL 

(Slfibe Use qfths Senms, 

Tauxt not of thy bodj« because it was first formed^ 
fior of thy brain, because therein thy soul resideth. Jb 
not the master of the house more honourable than iti 
waUs? 

Thegraund must be prepared before com be plant* 
ed ; the potter must build his furnace, before he can 
make his porcelain. 

As the breath of Heaven sayeth unto the waters of 
the deep—** This way shaU thy billows roll, and na 
other ; thus high shall they raise their fury, and no 
higher ;**-^Bo let thy spirit, oh man! actuate and 
direct thy fiesh^-^so let thy spirit bring it into sulgeo- 
tion. 

Thy soul is the monarch of thy fiame ; su£Ger not 
its subjects to rebel against it. 
. Thy body is as the globe of the earth ;. thy bonet 
the pillars that sustain it on its basis. 
' As the ocean g^veth rise to springs, whose waters 
return again into its bosom through the rivers; so' 
xunneth thy life from the heart outward, and so re« 
tumeth it into its place a^pin. 

Do not both retain their course for ever ? Behold 
the same God ordained them. 

Is not thy nose the channel to perfumes? thy 



tnilh from error ! Keep then thy Boctf 

teach thy spint to be attenUve to it* 

those Its ministefB, be ever unto ther 
trutii. •■ 

Thine haKd, is it not a miracle y 
creation aught like unto ItF 
thee, but that thou mightot 
iistance of thj brother. 

Vrhj of all things livii^f 
capable of blusliing? the woriii 
upi^n thy face, theKfore do 

Fi>ar and di^smay, why nib they- 
its ruddy splendour? Avoid _ 
know that fear ia beneath thee^ 
manlv. 

"Wherefore to thee alone 
virions of thy pillow? Severeoee th^"^" 
dn^unis arc from on high. '* 

'Jliou man alone can speak ; 

nn^numtivo. nnd nnxr fn kSm 
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CHAP. Ut 

The Stud ^Mtm, Hi Origin and 4jflietimigt 

The Uessings, oh man ! of th j cztemal part, af» 
]bealtl!, vigour, and proportian : the greatest of thesa 
is health. What health is to the body, even that is 
honest J to the soul. 

That thou hast a soul. Is of all knowledge the most 
certam — of all truths the most plain unto thee : be 
Bieek, be grateful for it ; seek not to know it perfectl; 
■*-it is inscrutable. 

Thought, understanding, reason, will, call not thesi 
thy souU-ihey are its actions, but they are not its ea« 
lenoe. 

Raise it not too high, that thou be not doFpised 
Be not thou like unto those who fidl by climbing, 
seithcjr debase it to the sense of brutes ; nor be thou 
like to the horse and the mule, in whom there is no 
understanding. 

Search it by its faculties, know it by its virtues \ 
thej are more in number then the hairs ot thy 
head ; the stars of heaven are not to be counted with 
them. 

Tliink not, with Arabia, that one soul is parte! 
among all men ; neither believe thou, with the sons of 
£gypt, that every man hath many ; know that as thj 
beartf so is thy soul also one. 



She is immortal ; she is uncbangei 
in bli ; health calleth her forth to she 
and applicatum anoiDteth hcf with i 
dom. 

Although she diall live after €b6e 
was bom before thee « she was createi 
and firmed with thj brain. 

Justice couid not give her to thee 
tues, nor mercy deliver her to thee dei 
These muifc be thhie, and thou must n 

Suppose not death can shield thee 
tion ; thii.k not corruption can hide the 
He who formed thee of ibou knowesi 
he not raise thee horn thou knowest no 

Fereeiveth not the codr the hour of 
alteth be not his vdce, to tell thee w 
ing ? Elnoweth not the dog the footste 
ter 9 and flieth not the wounded goat 
that healeth him ? Yet when these d 
letumeth to th«» Ai««- • «•*•!••« "^ 



Itmi^piuid fiofickig M Uie m^*9^r^iahit iisoa cqbal 
t)bi^o|ip4wmi»U« « €(mld tlie i^ vengii to th^t 
his taste, op .i)ift tortcm lier feeHsgi 7«t without teoi^ 
|0^^f)lp|;<Vi9d4.TtSi^ av«il thee? Poriab not all these 

likg^>eirkin(be4? ^ 

Hatli<aiij|.«DecA^lbem the gift Off c^ieecbF Caaaoy 

«^^|li^.t^ees,y< WhtrsforedidlsoF*' . 

^^Jpif^Ji^ doQES of a cabinet^ 

Bj^jfOQ^err jre.^he^ ofiefi^ but tntsuBcea are pouieck 
out hefore thee. 

^^«(Jh^uj(Vto treas of >^goid ammged ia beds of ailtterp 
aygjigiyty^tJPWO!y*|ittf»il ia due aeatoo.. 
* Canst thou think too greatlj ^' thy ioitl,<or can toar 
mmchief9aid^4^rff:9imf U isthQimfige of Him 

fiemember .th9u |t^ dignil^ibr ever t^foigelfnGi hoit 
§{Kfit ^ talent is committed to thy cborgew . ■'■■ ^ 

Whatsoeyer ma/ dogood, 4yvi/«lsodo bann; be*' 
i^are that thqu directest its course to>virtu& ' 

Think npt that thou canst- lose hevia the crowds 
ei^ppose not that thou canst bur^ her in thj closet ; 
a^tiqp is {ler .d4i^* and she will not be withheld 

r^fl^ motion is perpetual* hcv attempts are univeiw 
ss^ her agi^ty is not ts be surpassed. Is it at the uU. 
termost paxt of the earth, she wiH faaveit. is it be> 
j0iid>(he region oCthe stars, yet trill hcv ey« discover 
iU 

Enquiry is her delight ; as one who tmrenetb the 
burning sands in search of water, se is the soul that 
thint^th allfr lEnow]edgew. , «. t^ ^u^t^f ■■i^^^ 



soul to him who wanteth discretioxu 

The end of the search is truth ; hei 
cover it are reason and experience ; but 
weak, uncertain, and fallacious ? 

Uow then shall she attain unto it ? 

General opinim is no proof of truth, 
talitj of men are ignorant. 

Perception of thyself^ the knowledg 
created thee, the sense of the worshi 
unto him, are not these plam before th 
behold! what is there more that ma 
know ? 



CHAP. IV. 

Ofihe Period arid Uses nf Humai 
As the eye of the morning to the larl 
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(tomipt, it forbideth not ; yet who is be that knoweth 
its true value ? 

lieam to esteem life as thou oughtest; then art 
thmi near the pinnacle of wisdom. 

Think not with the fool that nothing is more va- 
luable, nor believe with the pretended wise, that thou 
oughtest to condemn it : love not life for itself, but 
for the good it may be' of to others. 

Gold cannot buy it for thee, neither can mines of 
diamonds purchase back the moments thou hast now 
lost of it : employ thy succeeding ones in virtue. 

Say not that it were best not to have been bom, or 
if bom, that it had been best to die early ; neither dare 
thou to ask of thy Creator—" Where had been the evil* 
had I not e:dsted ?" Good is in thy power; the want 
(^good is evil ; and if thy question be just, lo ! it con- 
demneth thee. 

Would the fish swallow the bait, if he knew the 
hook was hid therein ? Would the lion enter the toils, 
if he saw they were prepared for him ? so neither^ 
were the soul to perish with this clay, would maa 
wish to Hve, neither would a merciful God have 
created him ; know hence that thou shalt live after« 
ward. 

As the bird enclosed in the cage before he seeth it, 
yet teareth not its flesh against its sides ; so neither 
labour thou vainly to run from the state thou art 
in, but know it is allotted thee, and be content with 
it. 

Though its ways are uneven, yet are they not all 
gainful i accommodate thyself t9 all ; and where thece 



•"raetoie to five a, 

*»^cr. the "^^'i 
^•as rice /^ . "'^ ^W 
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Wut $ cfM not tfalere&M to odu^kiii that incaee is no<^ 
^yen thee. 

' Repnie not at the want of knowkdgei^it most 
perish with thee in the gmve \ be honest hefe, thou: 
flhalt be wise hereaftei'. 

8aj not unto the crow— •"^Wh^r numberest thou 
s eff en times the i^ of thy lord ?** or to the fawn— 
** Why are thine eyes to see my offspring to a bund- 
led g e nera ti ons ?**— *Are these to be compared with 
tbee in the abuse of life ? Are they riotous ? Arer 
tiiey cruel? Are they ungrateful? Learn fVom 
tiiem rather that innocence of life, and simplidty of 
Bienners, are the paths to a good old age. 

Ejiowest thou to employ life better than these? 
tilen less of it may suffice thee. 

Man, who dares enslave the world, when he knows 
tbat he can enjoy his tyranny but for a moment, what 
would he not aim at, were' he immortal? 

£noug)i hast thou of life, but thou regardest not t 
thou art not in want of it, oh man I But thou art pro* 
digal : thou throwest it lightly away, as if thou hadst 
Aore than enough ; and yet thou repinest that it is not 
j^athered again unto thee. 

Know that it is not abundance which maketh rich^ 
But economy. 

The wise continueth to live from his first period i 
the fool is always beginning. 

Xiabour not after riclies first, and think thou afWr« 
wards wilt enjoy them : he who neglecteth the present 
moment, throweth away all that he hath ; as the ar- 
low passeth through the heart while the warrior 
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BOOK IL 
xurooirsiDEitEo nr ri^gasd t6 Hts imrlBirrriii 

AND THEIA EFFECTS, 



CHAP. I. 

F'anity* 

Ikcokitakct is powerful in the heart of man : intern^ 
perance swayetfa it whither it wiH : despair engrosseth 
much of it : and fear procbdmeth— -<* Behold I sit un» 
livaUed therein !*' but vanity is bejond them alL 

Weep not, therefore, at the cahunities of the humaxi 
state; rather ranile at its follies. In the hands of a 
man nd^cted to vanity, life is but the shadow of a 
dream. 

The hero, the most renowned of human characters, 
what is he but a bubble of this weakness ? The pub- 
lic is unstable and ungrateftd ; why ^ould the man of 
wisdom endanger himself for fools ? 

The man who neglecteth his present concerns, to 
vevolve how he will behave when he is greater, feedeth 
Mmself neith wind, while his lu:ead is eaten by 
another. 

Act as becometh thee in- thy present station; and in 
a more exalted one thou shalt not be ashamed. 

What lOindeth the eye, or what hideth the heart 

Ha 



Mj«vu u^uy fuiu iiaux uu menu 

The heart of the vain is troub 
content ; his cares are greater tha 

His solicitude cannot rest with 
is not deep enough to hide it: 
thoughts beyond iiis being; he 
be paid when he is gone ; but wh( 
ceiveth him. 

As the man who engageth hi 
widowhood, that she disturb not 1 
expecteth that praise shall reach h 
earth, or cherish his heart in its sh 

Do well whilst thou livest, but 
said of it ; content tliy self with di 
thy posterity shall rejoice in hearir 

As the butterfly, whe secth not 
as the jessamine, which scenteth n< 

eth around • sn ia iho. Tvion «.i^« . 
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unmeanining words ? Thou knowest that when re- 
turned unto thee, thou regardest it not. He know^b 
he lieth unto thee ; yet he knoweth thou wilt thank 
him for it. Speak in siaceritj, and thou shalt hear 
with instruction. 

The yain delighteth to speak of himself; but he 
geeth not that others Uke not to hear him. 

If he hath done any thing worthy of praise, if he 
possess that which is worthy of admiration, his joy is t« 
proclaim it, his pride is to hear it reported. The de- 
sire of such a man defeateth itself: men say not — ^Be* 
hold he hath done it ; or, see he possesseth it ! but*^ 
Mark how proud he is of it ! 

The heart of man cannot attend at once to many 
things : he who fixeth his soul on show loseth reality: 
he pursueth bubbles which break in their flight, 
while he treadeth to earth what would do him ho« 
jQour. 



CHAP. IL 

Incon^ancy* 

NATumE urgeth thee to inconstancy, oh man ! thert* 
fore guard thyself at all times against it. 

Thou art from the womb of thy mother various 
and wavering ; frt)m the loins of thy father inheritest 
thou instability ; how then shalt thou be firm ? 

Those who gave thee a body, furnished it with 



—J 



tf At in voBt ow 



la it not the event of 
Bom of unoeftaintf, enforo 
on au uig whit ciae ; to tibeM 
the pnise duou 

ACime or uvesmitMB m t 
tewueof ktttofailitjin tho 
triumph over tw^ greotfidliD 

What reproacheth reason i 
rietifio? What can sui^neoB \ 
but firmnoflB of mind ? 
. The inconstuit fiidi&th tht 
ksowtetb not why; he seeth I 
himself, but he perceiyeth not 
of change in that which is li^ 
upon thee. 

Establish unto thjself prim 
that thou ever act'accoiding te 

Hist, know that thy prindpl 
be thou inflexiUe in tke t^**- - 
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TThoso hath been an enem j, cannot be a fiiend ; 
for man mendeth not of his faults. 

How should his actions be right who hath no rule 
•f life ? Nothing 'can be just which proceedeth not 
from reason. 

The inconstant hath no peace in his soul ; neither 
can any be at ease, whom be concemeth himself 
with. 

His life is unequal, his motions are irregular, hit 
aoul changsth with the weather. 

To-day he loveth thee, to morrow thou art detested 
by him, and why P himself knoweth not wherefore he 
loved, or wherefore he now hates. 

To day he is a tyrant, to-morrow the servant is lew 
humble, and why ? 

He who is arrogant without power, wiO be servile 
where there is no subjection. 

^ To-<lay he is profuse, to-morrow he grudgeth unt» 
his mouth that which it should eat ; thus it is with 
him that knoweth not moderation. 

"Who shall say of the cameleon, he is black, when, 
a moment after the verdure of the grass overspreadeth 
him. 

"Who shall say of the inconstant, he is joyful, whe& 
his next breath shall be spent in sighing ? 

"What is the life of such a man but the phantom of. 
a dream? in the morning he riseth happy, at noon 
he is on the rack : this hour he is a god, the next 
below a worm : one moment he laugheth, the next h« 
weepeth. He new willetb, in an instant he willetk 



. "JJe h«ppiiie«8 of the inconst 
snttesurftoeofthewnd: the 

JtuUeth? 

But what ealted form i. , 
.*««^ its eren. its iminterrnpb 

« on the ewth. whose head abov, 
On his brow aitteth majesty. 

F't.'mdinhi.heartreignethti 
Though obstades appear in t 
««* to look down upon themj 
««* oppose his pas«^,fcepr«, 
^e mountains sink beneath h: 

rftte o?ean are dHed up under tl 
^ ihe bger throweth heraelf acr 

the spots of the leomr,! „i™ 
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^pati of the earth ; he seeth happineis afar off heUne 
idboa : hia eye disooyerethher temple beyond the limito 
of the pole. 

He walketh up to it, he entereth bold]^, and he 
lemuneth there for ever. 

Sstahlish thy heart, oh man I in that which is ngfatt 
and then know the greatest of htunan praise is i^ 
ibe immatafale. 



CHAP. UL 

JVeakn/ttu 

'^A3» a^d inconstant as thou art, oh child of imper** 
iection ! how canst thou be but weak ? Is not incon<* 
aXansy connected with frailty ? Can there be vanity 
without infirmity ? Aroid the danger of the one, axtd 
thou shall escape the mischief of the other. 

Whereia art thou most weak ? in that wherein thou 
seemest most strong — in that wherein most thou 
ty^^Offiest-^-even in possessing . the thing which thou 
hast— in using the good that is about thee. 

Are not thy desires also firaili^ or knowest thou even 
wfaal it is thou wouldst wish ? What thou hast ob- 
tained what most thou soughtest after, beholdit con- 
t^teth thee not 

Wherefiure loseth the pleasure that is before thee 
•its relish? and why t^poareth that whidh is yet to 
Kx>me the sweeter ? Because thou art wearied with the 



would happiness then i 
joy dwell always in thy ^ 

Alas ! thy weakness foi 
clareth against it. Yarit 
pleasure; but that wbi 
«iust be permanent. 

When it is gone, thou 
though while it was with tl 

That which succeedeth it 
and thou afterwards quarri 
ferring it? behold the on], 
thou errest not 

Is there any thing in whi< 
more than in desiring things 
and in the using them. 

Good things often cease tc 
of them: what nature mear 
sources of bitterness to us : 
pain, from our joys, sorrow. 
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•ocmer hadst thou possessed it, but thou irert weaver 
of its presence. 

Join esteem to thj admiration ; unite fiiendship 
with thy love ; so shalt thou find in the end that «on« 
tent surpasseth raptures ; that tranquillity is of more 
worth than ecstacy. 

God hath ^ven thee no good without its admiztured 
of evil ; but he hath given thee also the means of 
throwing off the evil from it. 

As joy is not without its alloy of pain, so neither is 
sorrow without its portion of pleasure. Joy and ^^rief, 
though unlike, are vmited; our own choice only can 
give them to us entire. 

Melancholy itself often giveth delight ; and the ex- 
tremity of joy is mingled with tears. 

The best thin^ in the hand of a fool may be turned 
to his destruction ; and out of the worst the wise will 
find the means of good. 

■ So blended is weakness in thy nature, oh man! 
thou hast no strength either to be good or to be evil 
entirely : rqjoice tliat thou canst not excel in evil, and 
let the good that is within thy reach content thee. 

The virtues are allotted to various stations ; sedc 
not afler impossibilities, nor grieve that thou canst not 
possess them alL 

Wouldst thou at once have the liberality of th* 
rich, and the contentment of the poor P or should tho 
wife of thy bosom be dec^ised, because she showeth 
not the virtues of the widow ? 

2f thy father nok beftre thM in the divisloas sf thy 
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OrUte 
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Ip there is tar thing IotcIt — if the 
•izaUe—if there istnj thiqg witfaii 
tfast b varthv of finise, is it not ki» 
vho is it that sttaineth unto it ? 

The statesmsn pnckiiiieth that 
mlerof tb«peo;dedumeth thepndi 
eth the subject that he possesseth it 

Kvil is not rcquisite to man, neitb 
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'When thy people axe numerous* when tbj sons in* 
ciease about thy table, sendest thou them not out to 
day the innocent, and to fall before the srword of him 
vHbom they have not ofiended ? 

If the object of thy desires demandeth the lives of 
ft thousand, sayest thou not-^I will have it ? Surely 
thou fbrgettest that he who created thee, created also 
these ; and that their blood is as rich as thine. 

Sayest thou that justice cannot be executed without 
•wrong ? surely thine own words condemn thee. 

Thou who fktterest with fake hopes the criminal^ 
that he may confess his guilt, art thou not unto him 
a criminal ; or is thy guilt the less, because he cannot 
punish it? 

When thou commandest to the torture him who 14 
but suspected of ill, darcst thou to remember that thou 
mayst rack the innocent ? 

Is thy purpose answered by the event ? Is thy soul 
satisfied with his confession ? Fain will enforce him to 
say what is not, as easy as what is : and anguish hath 
caused Innocence to accuse herself. 

That thou mayst not kill him without cause, thou 
dost worse than kill him: tliut thou inayst prove 
vhether he be guilty, thou destruycst him innocent. 

Oh blindness to all truth ! oh ins\ifficiency of tlie 
wisdom of the wisa ! know when thy judge shall bid 
thee account for this, then shalt thou wish ten thou- 
sand guilty to. have gone free, riither than one inno^ 
cent to stand forth against thee. 

Insufiicieut as thou art to the maintenance of ju»» 



W thou irouldst 1 
bow thjself St ber fo' 
the knowledge at bi 
mm ignorance. 

More worth it she 
carefuH; i the emen. 
luby, are as dirt benea 
her nwnfullj. 

The way to ber is lab< 
tniut conduct thee into > 
the waj, for when thob 
■hall be to thee for plenau 

Sttj not unto thyself— 
bed, and I will avoid it ; 
and I will follow it ; are 
truth better than the fiiei 

NaCutally ddtb man de: 
before lum, he will not i 
itself upon him, is lie not 

ThefSi"" ' 
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DotjiT it tipt vemind Uiee.tbikt thou aH dOst ? Both 
it not tell thee that thou art ashes? Aivl behold repent- 
anee ! is ilnot built of teilty ? 

When thou g^vest an oath — ^when thou sweareat 
th«v wiH not deceifie, behold it spreadeth shame upon 
thy face, and upon the face of him that receiveth it ! 
learn to be just, and rqtentance may be fi»rgotten— 
ksm to be honest, and oaths are unnecessaiy. 

The shorter follies are the better ; say not therefore 
to thyBd£l-»I will not play the fool by halves. 

He that heareth his own faults with patience, shall 
veprove another with boldness. 

He that giveth a denial with reason, shall suSex a 
repulse with moderation. 

Jf thou art suspected, answer with freedom : whom 
ihall suspicion adright, except the guilty ? 

The tender of heart is turned from bis purpose by 
mpplications ; the proud is rendered more obstinate 
by entreaty; the sense of thine insufficiency com- 
mandeth thee to hear ; but to be just thou must hear 
without thy passions. 



CHAP. V. 

TXEBX.X and insufficient as thou art, oh man ! in good: 
finil and isconstant as thou art in pleasure* yet I9 there 
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•ource, but thine owm passions ? 

He who gave thee these, gave t 
subdue them; exert it, and thou si 
under thj feet 

Thine entrance into the world, is 
thy destruction, is it not glorious ? 
the instrumente of death with gold 
wear them above their garments. 
. He who begetteth a man hideth 
who kiUeth a thousand is honoured. 

Know thou notwithstanding that 
custom cannot alter the nature of tru 
the opinion of man destroy justice ; tl 
shame are misplaced. 

There is but one wav for man U 

there are a thousand bj which he may 

There is no praise or honour tn !,;♦*, 
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' vHtMugh of evil 18 albtted unto man ; but he maketk 
-£t more while he lamenteth it. 

The greatest of all human ills is sorrow : too much 
of this th6u art bom unto ;— add not unto it, bj thine 
own perverseneas. 

Grief is natural to thee, and is always about thee ; 
pleasure is a stranger, and visiteth thee but at times : 
use weU thj reason, and sorrow shall be cast behind 
thee : be prudent, and the visits of joj shall remain 
long with thee. 

"Every part of thy frame is capable of sorrow ; but 
few and narrow are the paths that lead to delight. 

Pleasures can be admitted onlj simply ; but pains 
rush in a thousand at a time. 

As the blaze of straw fadeth as soon as it is kindled, 
so passeth away the brightest of joy, and thou knowest 
not what is become of it. 

Sorrow is frequent— pleasure is rare : pain cometh 
of itself— delight must be purchased ; grief is immix- 
ed-— but joy wanteth not its allay of bitterness. 

As the soundest health is less perceived than the 
lightest malady, so the highest joy touches us less 
deep than the smallest sorrow. 

We are in love with anguish— we ojten fly from 
pleasure ; when we purchase it, costeth it not mort 
than it is worth ? 

• Reflection is the business of man i a sense of his 
state is his first duty ; but who remembereth himself 
in joy ? Is it not in mercy then that sorrow is allotted 
unto us ? 
. ManAxreseeththeevilthatis tocome; heretneit- 



He »haweepeth brfo« 

"^ *« »eq)eth not 
■««^tWm,.n<„dothetea 
^ i» 'e-Jj to «i» hil 
*j; «>e i4>prelieiiaion of it 

•"^rythw the event W 
-ue alwajg prepared to jri 

^^•««lthebe*d«thift 
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is often but plauable ; be firm« be constant, determine 
finr thyself; so shalt thou be answerable onlj for thine 
own weakness. 

Say not that the event proveth the wisdom of the 
action : remember man is not above the reach of acci- 
dents. 

: Condemn not the judgment of another, because it 
difiereth firom thine own ; may not even both be in 
an error? 

• When thou esteeinest a man for his titles and con- 
temnest the stranger because he wanteth them, judg« 
est thou not of the camel by his bridle ? 
- Think not thou art revenged of thine enemy when 
thou slayest him — thou puttest him beyond thy reach 
—thou givest him quiet, and thou takest from thyself 
all means of hurting him. 

Was thy mother incontinent, and grieveth it thee 
to be told of it ? Is frailty in thy wife, and art thou 
pained at the reproach of it ? he who despiseth thee 
for it, condenmeth himself: art thou answerable for 
the vices of another ? 

Disregard not a jewel because thou posessest it ; 
neither enhance thou the value of a thing because it 
is another's : possession to the wise addeth to tlie price 
of it. 

Honour not thy wife the less, because she is in thy 
power: and despise him that hath said — **• Wouldst 
thou love her less, marry her !" What hath put her 
into thy power but her confidence in thy viHue? 
Shouldst thou Itve her less for being more obliged t« 
her? 



Weigh not the loss thj &iend hat 
tears tie sheddeth : the greatest gp 
these expressions of them. 

Esteem not ao acUon because it i 
and pomp : the noblest soul is that 
things, and is not moved in the ddn^ 

Fame astohisheth the ear of him 
but tranquillitj rcjoiceth the heart th 
It 

Attribute not the good actions of 
eauaes : thou canst not know his hear 
will know by this, that thine is full of 

Hiere is not ia h jpocrisj- more vie 
be honest is as easy as to seem so. 

Be more ready to acknowledge a bei 
Tenge an ii\jury; so shalt thou havi 
than injuries done unto thee^ ^ 

Be more ready to love than to hate 
be loved by more than hate thee. 
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Im hdftami for love of hoBest j, and thou shalt be uni* 
ftimlj so : he that doth it without principle is wayev* 
ing. 

Wish rather ta be reproredbj the wise, than to ba 
applauded bj him who hath no understanding : when 
thej tell thae of a fault, the^ suppose thou canst im« 
proves the other, when he praiaeth thee, thiqketh 
thee like unto himself. 

Accept not an office for which thou art not quali« 
fled, lest he who knoweth more of it despise thee. 

Instruct not another in tliat wherein thyself art 
ignorant : when heseeth it, he shall upbraid thee. 

£xpect not a friendship with him who hath im« 
jured thee ; he who sufiereth the wrong may foigivta 
It ; but he who doeth it, it never will be well with 
him. 

lAy not too great obligations on him thou wishest 
to be thj friend ; behold the sense of them will drive 
him from thee : a little benefit alienateth friendship ; 
a great one maketh an enem j. 

Nevertheless ingratitude is not in the nature of 
man, neither is his anger irreconcileable : he hateth to 
be put in mmd of a debt he cannot pay: he is 
ashamed in the presence of him whom he hath in« 
Jured. 

Ref»ne not at the good of a stnuEiger, neither rejoice 
thou in the evil that befaUeth thine enemy : wishest 
fhou that others should do thus by thee ? 

Wouldst thou enjoy thfe good-will of all men, lei 
tiiine own benev(dence be oniver^d. 'If thou obtain- 
eit it not by tbifli no other means could give it thee^ 



■^return} 

^■™« «>d meannew seem .'„ 
««<=ileu. contnuietiesTTe" 

. jet U u congenial wi 
Who M there that judeeth 
™n*elf,t>r thinWfc * ''^^"^ 
Our a^r^. ^ ""eanli 

•bout what M above our reach 

^-X^e'SttSCeT'" 

"ot high enoughT^^ri'"'^ 
n^» . - . 6" ^ our aDDm»r 
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tf 6 who dtaeih not repeat the nAme of his prince 
irithout honour, jet blusheth not to call that of his 
Creator to be witness to a lie. 

He who would hear the sentence of the magistrate 
with silence, yet dareth to plead with the Eternal : he 
attempteth to sooth him with entreaties; to flatter 
faim with promises; to agree with him upon condi- 
tions ; nay, to brave and murmur at him, if his request 
is not granted. 

Why art thou not punished, oh man ! in thy im- 
piety, but that this is not thy day of retribution ? 

Be not like unto those who light with the thunder, 
nor dare thou to deny thy Creator thy prayers, be- 
cause he chastiseth thee ; thy madness is on thine own 
head in thL»— t^y impiety hurteth no one but thy- 
self 

"Why boasteth man that he is the favourite of bis 
Maker ; yet net^lecteth to pay his tlianks, his adora- 
tions for it ? How suiteth sudi a life, with 9 belief so 
h^hty? 

Alan, who is truly but a mote in the wide expanse, 
believeth the whole earth and h^ven created for him: 
he thinkcth the whole frame of nature hath interest in 
his well-being. 

As the fool, while the images tremble on the bosom 
of the water, thinketh that trees, towns, and the wide 
horizon are dancing to do him pleasure ; so man, while 
nature performs her destined course, believes that all 
her motions are but to entertain his eye. 

While he courts the rays of the sun to warm him, 
he supposeth it made only to be of U9e<to him ; while 



not the otiue why the iro^ he 
thee «ie not mde the i^dtBitude 
ter. 

No <lmnge would IbUow If th 
not : thou art but one tmoDg nui 
iniU 

"Exait not thjself to the heTren 
we above thee; nor disdain thy 
the earth, fbr that they are beneat 
the woik of the same hand P 

Thou who art happy by them 
bow darest thou in wantonnen pi 
turea to torture ? Beware that i 
thee. 

Serve they not ail the ttme urn- 
thee? Hath he not appointed unto 
he not care of their preservation ? 4 
infringe it? 

Set not . thy judgment ftbove Iht 

neitixer condemn as -fidsc^iood'^hf 

thine own appKhension. Who gs 
of detpi'rwnJw*^--'**- — " - 



be unto thee : virtue is more thj buidneflB here than 

wisdom. 

' Truth and falsehood, have thej not the same ap- 

pqwiwyy- in whafr ms understand not ? What tbcm 

Infc our presun^ioa can' determine hetveen them ? 

We easily believe what is above our comprehett- 
'; or we are proud to-pvotend it, that we may ap- 
to' have understanding ; is not this folly and ar* 
rogance ? 

TVho is it that affirms most boldly ? Who is it that 
liolds his opinion most obstinately ? even he who hath 
most Ignorance, for he also hath most pride. 

l^tery man^ when he li^eth hold- of an opinion, dt^ 
^letb to maintain it ; Imt most of all, he who hath 
most presumption: he contenteth not himself to be« 
tpi^ his own soul into it, but he will impose it on 
olhem to believe in it also. 

Se^ nol that truth is established by years, or tliat in 
a multitude of believess there is certainty. 

' Ol»e human proposition hath as much authority 4a 
another^ ifreason makeUi not tbe dsfi&B^ce. 
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^elQik^ pttee ui t}ieiaBifihai^zkhM»itth«petbil» 
)ie may be happj in etgojing them. 

Wbior^ coTQ(o«siMi» rwgncth, know that the soul is 
poor. Whoso aocounteth not ricfaee tbe pindpel good* 
of nan* will not tUsom awaj all ether goede in the 
pRUHiit of thtnu 

Wboio ieareth. not ^^erty as the graBteat efil o€ 
his nature, will not piochase to himself all other evil* 
iu the avoiding of it* 

Thou fo<d, is not virtue more worth than ridies? I» 
vol guilt more base than poverty ? Enough finr his 
neocaaitieB ia in the power of every man « be content 
with it, and thy happiness shaU smile at the aerrowft 
ctf him who heaped up more. 

Nature hath hid gold beneath the earth as unworthyv 
to be Men $ silver hath she placed where thou tramp- 
lest it under tiiy&et: meaneth she not by this to in* 
form .thee, that gold is not worthy thy regard ■ that 
silver is beneath thy notice? 

Covetousness burieth under the ground miHiena of 
wretches ; they dig for their hard maatera what re- 
tumeth the ii\jury.— what maketh them moone miserable 
tfian theae their slaves. 

The earth is barren of good things where she hoard* 
eth up treasure ; where gold is in her boweU^ there np 
herb g^oweth. 

As the horse findeth not there his grass, <nr the mule 
his provender— as the fields of com laugh not on the 
sides of the hills— as the olive holdeth not forth there 
her firuitsj nor the vine her dusters ; even ao no goad 
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^ he possesseth his wealth as the 
^wmieth and tortureth him, ant 
til death. 

Hath not gold destroyed the 
U ever add to the goodness of ai 
• Is it not most abundant witl 
Wherefore then sbouldst thou d« 
•d bj possessing it? 

Have not the wisest been tho 
•f it ? and is not wisdom happine 
Have not the worst of thj 
greatest portions of it ? and hat! 
miserable? 

Poverty wanteth many things, 
nieth itself ali 

The covetous can be good to i 
none so cruel as to himself. 

Be industrious to procure gold, 
the disposal of it : man never is , 
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profusion* 

2f there be a vice greater than the hoarding up of 
riches, it is the employing them to useless purposes. 

He that prodigallj lavisheth that which he hath t% 
spare, robbeth the poor of what nature giveth them a 
right unto* 

lie who squandereth away his treasure, refuseth 
the means to do good : he denieth himself the practice 
of virtues, whose reward is in their hand, whose end is 
no other than his own happiness. 

It is more difScult to be well with riches, than to be 
at ease under the want of them ; man g^vemeth him* 
■elf much easier in poverty than in abundance. 

Poverty requireth but one virtue, patience, to sup* 
port it : the rich, if he have not charity, temperance, 
prudence, and many more, is guilty. 

The poor hath only the good of his own state com- 
mitted unto him ; the rich is entrusted with the wel* 
fare of thousands. 

He who giveth away his treasure, wisely giveth 
away his plagues: he that retaineth their increasej 
heapeth up sorrows. 

Refuse not unto the strangier that which he want- 
eth : deny not unto thy brother that which thou w«it» 
tst thyteli^ 
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Wmt root of levcage i» ktiJm -wmd 
the most aliject and timorous are tl 
iU 

Wbo tortine those thej. hsA^ In 
murder tbose ^baj inb» but women 1 

The feeling an injury must be p 
wngii^ it; but tine noble miad ( 
.«< It hurts me." 

If the ii^my is not bdofw tiij n 
it imto thee in that maketb himself 
enter iht lists mth thine taiferiflr ? 

Disdain the man who attenqiteti 
s writemn him who would give tibee d 

In this thou poDeservest not onfy 
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of soul de«piseth the offence, naj, it doth good uilto 

him who intended to have disturbed it. 

» 

Why seekest thou vengeance, oh man ? with what 
purpose is it that thou pursuest it ? thinkest thou to 
pain thine adversary by it ? know that thyself feelest 
' its greatest torment. 

Revenge gnaweth the heart of him who is infected 
with it : while he against whom it is intended remain- 
eth easy. 

It is unjust in the anguish it inflicts : therefore na- 
ture intended it not for thee : needeth he who is in« 
jured more pain ? or ought he to add force to the af- 
jBiction which another hath cast upon him ? 

The man who meditateth revenge is not content 
with the mischief he hath received : he addeth to hig 
anguish the punishment due unto another ; while he 
whom he seeketh to hurt, goeth his way laughing : he 
maketh himself merry at this addition to his misery. 

Revenge is painful in the intent, and it is dangerous 
in the execution : seldom doth the axe fall where he 
who lifted it up intended ; and he resiembereth not 
that it must recoil against him. 

Whilst the revengeful seeketh his enemy*8 hurt, he 
oftentimes procureth his own destruction ; while he 
ahneth at one of the eyes of his adversary, lo! he pui« 
teth out both his own. 

If he attain not his end, he lamenteth it ; if he suc- 
ceed, he lepenteth of it. The fear of justice taketh 
away the peace of his own soul ; the care to hide him 
fi»m it^ destroy eth that of his £rieQd. 



ip,~<..M«u« ABunan-110 

snperiaritj, nor fiwMi. he mas tin 
wrath. 

In xeven^ ibme ahouid' be a 
ayenger; nad be who hath iajmed hia 
displeasure ; he should sufier pain froi 
repent him of the cause. 

This i» the revenge immured frrnn ) 
which maketh the greatest is contempt 

Murder for an ii\|uiy axiseth onlj f 
he who inflicteth it fesreth that the € 
and avenge himseli 

Death endeth the quarrel» hut it lei 
reputation: Killing i6 anact of cautic 
rage i it is aafet but it is not honoundde 

There is nothing so easy as to reven 
but nothing is so honouxahk as to paido 

The greatest victorf man can obtaii 
self: he that disdaineth to ft^ an iiyai 
upon him who ofifereth it. 



^kttd wMs wffl snake ft bhb arinmed'lo %6 lMn6 
^miiiy. GreftlatsB of fleid <w01 tenrifyhim fi«m tbft 
thought of hurting thee. 

Hie gMMter tAnt^wroiDgt the more gbiy is in parw 
tdomng it : and h^ how mudh mote jvetiBMe woulci 
%e rerenge, by eo mudi the more honour isin do* 
menf^. 

Hftst tiioa a right to be a judge hi thine o«m cause ; 
^ be a pBsrty in the act, and yet to pronounce aentenoe 
'On it F Befyte thou eondemneet, let another say it li 
just 

The revengeful is feared, and thereibre he is hated ; 
but he that is endowed with c.emeny is adorod. The 
pnose of his acticms remaineth for ev&Cf and the love 
«f -the wi»rld alteodeth him. 
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CrueU^y Bdtredf and Envy. 

Wtm^nf^K m detestable : what thai is crudty ? lo ! it 
possesseth the mischief of the dtiier, but it wantetii 
teven the pretence of it:i preYocationa 

Ifen dirawn it as not of Uietr nature : they are 
«ahamed of k as a stMmger to itieir hearts, ifo they 
not ^jfi it inhumanity ? 

mmtce lihen is her ^grigin? unto what that la 
tonan oweth«he her escistenoe ? Her father is Vmfy 



•MtAiue the insolent and 
art at the height of victt 

He wlv> wanteth virt 
who hath not courage to 
fupplieth the place of c 
•overcignty by slaughter. 

He who feareth all, strL 
^ruel, but because they liT« 

The cur will tear the 
not look it in the face whl 
that huntcth it to death 
wards. 

Civil wars are the most h 
^ght them arc cowards, i 
era, because in death there 
that tclleth them they may I 

That thou mavst not be 
for hatred : that tliou mayt 
thyself above Ihc reach ol' en 

Every man nwv »-- - * 
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Teccmcilcd to him of whom he complaineih ; what mur- 
dereth he but what he hateth ? * 

If thou art prevented of a benefit, fly not into rage ; 
the loss of thy reason is the want of a greater. 

Because thou art robbed of thy cloak, wouldst thou 
strip thyself of thy coat also ? 

When theu enviest the man who possesseth honours 
■— >when his titles and iiis greatness raise thy iudigna« 
tion, seek to know whence they came imto him ; in- 
quire by what means he was possessed of them, and 
thine envy will be turned into pity. 

If the same fortune were offered unto thee at the 
same price, be assured, if thou wert wise, thou wouldst 
refuse it. 

What is the pay for titles but flattery ? how doth 
man purchase power, but by being a slave to him who 
giveth it P 

Wouldst thou lose thine own liberty, to be able to 
take away tiiat of another? or canst thou envy him 
who doth so ? 

Man purchaseth nothing of his superiors but for a 
price : and that price, is it not more tlian the value ? 
Wouldst thou pervert the customs of the world? 
wouldst thou have the purchase and the price also ? 

As thou canst not envy what thou wouldt»t not ac- 
cept, disdain this cause of hatred, and drive from thy 
0oul this occasion of the parent of cruelty. 

If ti|pu possessest honour, canst thou envy that 
irhich Is obtained at the expense of it ? If thou know- 
est the value of virtue, pitiest thou not those who 
hsLYe bartered it so meanly ? 
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hideth them from those who would honour thee 
on beholding them — she entangleth -and keepeth them 
down, while she maketh it most necessary for thee to 
exert them. 

Lo, she oppresseth thee with e\Tl ; and she tieth 
down tliiiie hands, when they would throw the load 
from off thee. 

If thdu wouldst avoid what is base— if thou wouldst 
disdain what is cowardly — ^if thou wouldst drive from 
thy heart wliat is unjust, suSer not sadness to lay hold 
upon it. 

Sutfer it not to cover itself with the face of piety: 
let it not d«ceive thee ^dth a show of wisdom. Re- 
ligion payeth honour to thy Maker; let it not be 
clouded with melancholy ; wisdom maketh thee hap- 
py ; know then that sorrow iu her sight is as a stran- 
ger. 

For what should man be sorrowful, but for afflic- 
tions ? Why should his heart give up joy, when the 
causes of it are not removed from him ? Is not this 
being miserable for the sake of misery ? 

As the mourner who looketh sad because he is hired 
to do so, who weepeth because his tears are paid foi ; 
Buch is the man who suflereth his heart to be sad, 
not because he suffereth aught, but because he is 
gloomy. 

It is not the occasion that produceth the sorrow ; 
for behold, the same thing shall be to another rejoic* 

AA. men if their sadness maketh tilings the better. 
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tions : lo ! it rendereth dist 
made amiable. 

As the oak fallcth before 
not its head again ; so bowe 
force of sadness, and retui 
more. 

, As the snow melteth upa 
nun that trickleth down the: 
washed from off the checks 1 
one nor the other retumeth a 

As the pearl is dissolred 
seemeth at first only to obscv 
happiness, oh man ! swallo' 
heart, though at first it seem< 
its shadow. 

Behold Sadness in the publ 
upon her in the nln/ 



Aak her the cause, and she knoweth it not : inquu*© 
the occasion, and behold there is none. 

Yet doth her strength fail her ; lo ! at length she 
iftnketh into the grave, and no one sayeth, y^bat is be- 
come of her ? 

Hast thou understanding, and seest thou not this ? 
Hast thou piety, and perceivest thou not thine error ? 

Crod created thee in mercy ; had he not intended 
thee to be happy, his beneficence would not have 
called thee into existence : how darest thou then fly in 
the face of his majesty ? 

\Miile thou art most happy with innocence, thou 
doest him most honour ; and what is thy discontent 
"but murmuring against him? Created he not all 
things liable to change ? and darest thou to weep at 
their changing ? 

If we know the law of nature, wherefore do we com- 
plain of it ? — ^if we are ignorant of it, what should we 
accuse but our blindness to what every moment giveth 
nsproof of ? 

Know that it is not thou that art to give laws to the 
world ; thy part is to submit to them as thou findest 
them : if they distress thee, thy lamenting it but ad- 
deth to thy torment. 

Be not deceived with fair pretences, nor suppose 
that sorrow healeth misfortune : it is a ^^oison under 
the colour of a remedy ; whUe it pretendeth to draw 
the arrow from thy breast, lo ! it plungeth it into thine 
heart 

"While sadness separateth thee from thy friends, 
4oth it not say thou art unfit for conversation ? while 



it driveth tbee into conu;^^ 
it is ashamed of itself ? 

It is not in thy nature to meet the i 
tune unhurt, nor doth reason require 
thy duty to bear misfortune like a 
must first alsoieel it like one. 

Tears maj drop from thine eyes, 
falleth not from thine heart : be tt 
that there is cause, and that they flo 
dantly. 

The greatness of the evil is not 
from the number of tears shed for 
griefs are above these testimonies, a 
are bej^ond utterance. 

l^Tiat is there that weakeneth f 
What depresseth it like sadness ? 

Is the sorroiivfiil prepared for n 
armcth he himself in the cause of 

Subject not thyself to ills, w) 
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BOOK IV. 

tF TBX ADTAVTAOES MAK MAY ACQmBE OYZB 
HIS FELLOW-CAEATUXES* 



CHAP. L 

Nobility arid Honour* 

KoBiLiTT resideth not but m the soul, nor is there 
true honour except in virtue. 

The favour of princes may be bought by vice, rank 
and title may be purchased for money ; but these are 
not true honours. 

Crimes cannot exalt a man to real glory ; neither 
can gold make men noble. 

When titlejrJ are the reward of virtue— when he i& 
set on high who hath served his country, he who be- 
stoweth the honours hath glory, like as he who re- 
ceiveth them, and the world is benefited thereby. 

Wouldst thou wish to be raised, and men know not 
for what ? or wouldjt thou that they should say, why 
is this ? 

When the virtues of the hero descend to his chil- 
dren, his titles accompany them i well — but when he 
who possesseth them U unlike to him who deserved 
tliem — lo, do they not a».li hini degenerate ? 

Jlereditary honour is account<^ the. most Aoble : but 



VI liub gooa IS It to the blind that 
see ? What benefit is it to the dumb 
father was eloquent ? even so what is 
that his predecessors were noble f 

A mind disposed to virtue maketh gi 
8or of it ; and without titles it will raise 
vulgar. 

-He Will acquire honour while others i 
will he not say unto them — Such were t 
thou gloricst in being derived Irom ! 

As the shadow waiteth on the subs 
true honour attendeth upon virtue. 

Say not that honour is the child of 
believe thou that tlie hazard of life aloi 
price of it : it is not to the action that it 
the mamier of performing it. 

AU are not called to the guiding the 1: 
neither are armies to be commanded bv < 
well in that which is committed to th^ 
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ifl powerful ; and he who gave them te us, gave 
them for great purposes. 

When desperate actions are necessary to the public ; 
when oiur lives are to be exposed for the good of our 
eountry, what can add force to virtue but ambition. 

It ia not the receiving honour that delighteth a 
noble mind ; its pride is the deserving it. 

Is it not better men should say why hath not this 
man a statue, than that they should ask why he hath 
one? 

The ambitious will always be first in the crowd ; he 
presseth forward, he looketh not behind him : more 
anguish it is to his soul to see one before him, than 
joy to leave thousands at a distance. 

The rott of ambition is in every man, but it riseth 
not in all ; fear keepeth it down in some ; in many ifc 
is suppressed by modesty. 

It is the inner garment of the soul : the first thing 
put on by it with the flesh, and the last it layeth down 
at its separation from it. 

It is an honour to thy nature when worthily em« 
ployed : when thou directest it to wrong purposes, it 
shameth and destroyeth thee. 

In the breast of the traitor ambition is covered ; 
hypocrisy hideth his face under her mantle, and cool 
dissimulation furnishes her with smooth words ; but in 
the end men shall see what she is. 

The serpent loseth not his sting, though benumbed 
with the frost : the tooth of the viper is not broken, 
though the cold cbseth hii mouth : take pity on hia 



AiLunr pitiable were the sti 
not be happy 'but from ai» 
noble to seek reoonipenoe, a 
be rewarded. 

The higher the sun riaeth, 
make; even so the greater, 
covet praise ; jet cannot it 
nours. 

Glory, like a shadow, flieth 
but it foUowetfa at the heel 
from it ; if thou courtest it wi 
never attain unto it ; if thou d 
hidest th3rself, it will never for 

Pursue that whidi is honoi 
right ; and the applause of th 
be more joj to thee than the 
inow not that thou descrvest ti 
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To him whom the science of nature delightethy 
eveiy object brin^th a proof of his Grod ; and every 
thing that proveth this, giveth cause of adoration. 

His mind is Lifted up to heaven every moment; 
his life is one continued act of devotion. 

Casteth he his eyes towards the douds, findeth he 
not the heavens full of wonders ? Looketh he down to 
the earth, doth not the worm proclaim to him—Could 
less than Omnipotence have formed me ? 

While the {^bnets perform their courses— while the 
sun remaineth in his place-— while the comet wander- 
eth through the liquid air, and retumeth to his des- 
tined road again ; who but thy God, db, man- ! could 
have formed them ? What but infinite wisdom could 
have appointed them their laws ? 

Behold how awful their splendour ! yet do they not 
^minish : lo, how rapid their motion ! yet one run* 
Beth not in the way of another. 

Look down upon the earth, and see her produce; 
examine her bowels, and behold what they contains 
hath not wisdom and power ordained tlie whole ? 

Who biddeth the grass to spring up ? who watereth 
it at its due season ? Behold the ox eroppeth it ; the 
horse and the sheep, feed they not upon it ? who is he 
that provideth it for them ? 

Who giveth increase to the com which thou sowest? 
and retumeth it to thee a thousand fold. 

Who ripeneth for thee the olive in its time ? and 
the grape also, though thou knowest not the cause of 
iU 

Cai; the meanest fly create itself? or couldst theu» 



tionsb 

Thou who seest the whole a 
canst thou better emploj thine 
thy Creator's fvreatness in th< 
examining their wonders ? 

Power and mercy are diq)la} 
Justice and goodness shuic fort 
is made for them ; all are happj 
nor envieth one the other. 

"What is the study of words 
Wherein is knowledge, but in t 

When thou hast adored the 
use ; for know the earth produce 
of good to thee : are not food an^ 
medics for thy diseases, all de 
alone? 

Who is wise then hut he tl 

hath understanding but he thnt 

the rest, whatever science hatl 
1 11 « - • - 



to eax« alxmt ? morality shall teadi thee these ; the 
Economy of life shall lay them before thee. 

Beh*ld they are written in thine heart, and thou 
needest only to.be reminded of them; they are easy of 
conception ; be attentive* and thou shalt retain them. 

All other sciences are vain«-all other knowledge if 
boast ; lo ! it is not necessaxy or beneficial to man» noc 
doth it make him more good or more honest. 

Piety to thy Grod, and benevolence to thy felloww 
creatures, are they not thy great duties ? What shall 
teach thee the one, like the study of his woriu ? What 
shall inform thee of the otheri like underBtanding 
Miydependeodes? 



•^"^ fortune be««J. I 
««■ smiles are „^ 

Good and ill are tie ^ 
ho"^ inseni.!w!r? • • '""^ S' 
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Adversity k the seed oi waU-doing ; it 10 tlie nurse 
•«f heroism and boldness : who ^lat hath enough, wUl 
endanger himself to have more ? who that is at ease 
will set his life on the hazard ? 

True virtue will act imder all circumstances ; but 
men see most of its effects when accidents concur with 
it. 

In adversity man seeth .himself abandoned by 
others; he findeth that all his hopes are centered 
within himself: he roused his soul : he encountereth 
4iis difficulties, and they yield before <him* 

In prosj^^ty he fancieth himself safe— 4)e thinketh 
that he is beloved of all that smile about his table—* 
he groiii^th careless and remiss— -he seeth not the dan« 
^r that is before him — he trusleth to others, and, in 
the end, they deceive him. 

Cvery man can advise his own soul in distress ; but 
prosperity blindeth the truth. 

Better is the sorrow that leadeth to contentment, 
•tiaan the joy that rendereth man unable to endure difr* 
tress, and afterwards plungeth him into it. 

Our passions dictate to us in aU our extremes ; mo- 
deration is the effect of wi^lom. 

Be upright in thy whole life, be content in all its 
changes ; so shalt thou make thy profit out of all oc- 
currences ; so shall every thing that happeneth unto 
thee be the source <of praise. 

The wise maketh every thing the means of ad- 
vantage ; and witli 'the same countenance beholdeth 
he all the faces of Fortune : he govemeth the good-** 
ke conqucreth the evil— ihe is unmoved in all. 
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He who deapaireth of 
unto it ; and he who scet 
therein. 

He w:ho calleth prosperit 
unto her—" With thee will 
lo ! he anchoreth his vesiel i 
zetum of the tide washeth a 

As the water that passet! 
0eth, in its way to the oceni 
eth the rivers-— as it tarrieth 
DTortune visiteth the sons ol 
cessant, she will not stay— 
winds : how then wilt thou . 
0eth thee, thou art blessed : b 
to thank her, ^he is gone untc 
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When thy constancy faileth thee, caU m thy veoson: 
when thy patience quitteth thee, call in thy hope. 

To safier is a necessity ^ntsdkd upon thy nature ; 
wouldst thou that nnracles should protect thee irofii 
it? or shah thou repine because it happeneth.unt* 
thee, when lo ! it hs^ipeneth unto all ? 

It is injustice to expect exemption from that thou 
wert bom unto : submit with modesty to the laws of 
thy condition. 

Wouldst thou say to the seasons— Pass not on, lest 
I grow old? Is it not better to suffer with an eqnal 
mind that which thou canst not avoid ? 

Pain that endureth long, is moderate ; Mush there* 
fore to complain of it :— 'that which is violent, is short: 
behold thou seest the end of it. 

The body was created to be subservient to the soul: 
while thou i^ctest the soul for its pains, behold 
thou settest the body above it. 

As the wise afiiicteth not himself becaiTse a thorn 
teareth his garment ; so the patient grieveth not his 
soul, because that which covereth it is injured. 



CHAP. III. 

Death, 

As the production of the metal proveth the work of the 
alchemist, so is death the test of our lives, the assay 
which showeth the standard of all our actions. 
Wouldst thou judge of a life, examine the period of 



. ...M Ann, uum in vail 
neither hath he lived unprofi 

He that considereth he is 
)ie liveth : he who striveth tc 
sure in any thing : his joy a] 
wliich he expecteth every moi 

Wouldst thou learn to die 
before thee. Happy is he wh' 
his life before his death ; whc 
comcth, hath nothhig to do bi 
not delay, because he hath no ] 

Avoid not death, for it is a 
for thou understandcst not whi 
certainly kuowest is this, that ii 
sorrows. 

Think not the longest life th 
is best employed, doth man the 
shall rejoice afler death in the s 

This is thi* ofvn 
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